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T HE Fele Pr of tbe day was RF - 
"the Rev. Mr. Francis, who read ſome ſuit- 
able portions of ſcripture and then prayed. 


7 be TY Mr. Day fuccerded in r prayer... 

= he Rev. Mr. Hugh Evans introduc'd the 
8 and together with the other miniſters 
aged, laid _ on big. 
Him. 2 | 


The Rev. Mr. Am N 
5 The Rev. M6 Tomas graced. 


| The Rev. Ms Fuller contluded the ſolemnity 
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Jan and prayed over 
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INTRODUCTION. 
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T 1s, my honored friends, with the utmoſt grati- 
I tude and, I truſt, the deepeſt humilty, I addreſs 
you on this very ſolemn, and yet, on many accounts, 
very joyful occaſion. And in the language of the 
greateſt of earthly kings, I am ready with holy tranſport 


to cry out, And will ne deed dæuell with men og 
TR 


L 2 08311 

Trar the high and lofty one who inhabits 3 
ſhould hold converſe with creatures, even the moſt ex- 
alted, but eſpecially with man, finful man, ho con- 
deſcending | That after his moſt ſhamefal apoſtacy and 
unprovoked rebellion againſt his maker and generous 
benefactor, he ſhould nevertheleſs entertain thoughts 
of love towards him, and in his infinite wiſdom and 
mercy ſhould find out and eſtabliſh a moſt glorious me- 
thod to reſtore and ſave him: this ſurely is grace that 
no words can fully expreſs, or thoughts the maſt en- 
larged comprehend, 


x ; 


( 4.) - 

Ir we reflect, moreover, with the leaſt attention on 
the aſtoniſhing plan of ſalvation, in which all the di- 
vine perfections are ſo illuſtriouſly diſplayed, and re- 
collect at the ſame time the diſtinguiſhing mercy ſhewn 
to us of theſe kingdoms in bringing the goſpel amongſt 
us, reſtoring it when almoſt loſt, and continuing and 
ſucceeding it in ſpite of all the oppoſition made to it's 
progreſs ; how can we help crying out with holy ſur- 
prize, What hath the Lord æproug ht! and, behold what 
manner 40 lowe ! 

© Ty we advance in our reflections on the divine good- 
__neſs, in raifing to himſelf hereby a glorious church out 
of the ruins of the fall, and in planting that truly no- 
ble vine in this barren ſoil, and preſerving it by a train 
of gracious miracles from generation to generation, not- 
withſtanding the unwearied efforts of earth and hell to 


e e and 1 750 it, our r aſtoniſhment riſes ſtill 
8 96 el | 


| e we add to this his ſpecial kindneſs in bring - 
ing the goſpet into this city, and eſtabliſhing chriſtian 
ſocieties in the midſt of us, there appears yet farther 
cauſe for the exerciſe of gratitude and love. 


- And if we further reflect on the divine care in rai- 

fing up from age to age able miniſters of the New 
Teſtament, to go in and out before his people, and to 
| break 


es” 
(Ss) 
break the bread of life unto them: And if «ve parti, 
cularly of this community, attend to the divine good- 


neſs in ſo amply providing for us amidſt many and 


great revolutions, and not ſuffering us after the death 

of our late truly honored paſtor, to fall into inteſtine 

broils and contentions, and ſo to be conſumed one of 
another, but keeping us in perfect peace and mutual 

love, and ſending us, we truſt in anſwer to our prayers 

a miniſter of his own chuſing and qualifying,. a work - 

man that need not be aſhamed :—What reaſon have 

we to cry out, Bleſs the Lord O our ſouls, and all that is 

within us bl:ſs his holy name Wherefore O Lord is this 

unte us | 


Fox my own part, I eſteem it my greateſt honor and 
happineſs to, have been for ſo many years connected 
with you, and eſpecially to ſerve you in the goſpel of 
Caunisr. And to have a ſon in any meaſure capable, and 


alſo willing to ſerve you in the ſame important work; 


and that after upwards of eight years ſervice amongſt 
you, he ſhould meet with your unanimous approbation, 
and be cordially invited to accept of office-power. a- 
mongſt you, ——fills me with unutterable pleaſure, 
Greater joy I cangot have. 


Ax p now that we may proceed with regularity in the 
ſolemnity before us, let me deſire you that are the 
members of this church to recognize your call of my ſon 


Caleb 


- 


R 


\ 


( 6 ) | 
Cat Lea ts the office of an elder in this ſociety, by 
clan. * the 1 hand. | 


ay Which was HAY done. 5 


' You are now, my fon, to ſignify your acceptance of 
this our invitation. 


7% ibs avas expreſ?d in the following terms. 


ISS TEE it the higheſt honor and the greateſt hap- | 
pineſs of my life that IJ have been, 1 truſt, counted 
faithful and put into the miniſtry by JI Es us my great 
maſter. And to receive ſuch a public teſtimonial as is 
now given me, of the approbation and love of this an- 
tient and truly reſpectable ſociety, after having ſerved 
them in the goſpel for more than eight years, yields 
me a ſatisfaQion I am unable to deſcribe. I cannot in- 
deed but tremble when I reflect upon my own weakneſs 
and unworthineſs, and ſcarcely know how to go on in 
the work in which I am engag'd, much leſs to enlarge 
the ſphere of it. But yet when I conſider the encour- 
apements I have from my divine maſter, who hath ſaid 
any grace is ſufficient for you, and lo I am with you alway 
even to the end of the world; and the affection ſhewn 
me by this ſociety, as well as the acceptableneſs, and, 
I hope, uſefulneſs of my labors amongſt them ;——T 
dare not decline the call fo unanimouſly given me, 


but 
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but feel myſelf under a kind of neceſſity to accept of it. 
And, in the fear of God, therefore, I do accept of it; 
as I have before ſignified in a more private mannes, 
and which I now thus publicly recognize. And it is 
my fixed reſolution in the ſtrength of divine grace, di- 
ligently, faithfully, and fervently to diſcharge. the du- 
ties of my ſacred office, and in every reſpect to watch 
for ſouls as one that knows he muſt give an account,, 


and earneſtly hopes. to do it WM, and not with ; 
grief. Brethren, pray for me. 


0 


As it _ been pn on 0 CONSE as ebe 
for the perſon to be ordained previouſly to give a ſum- 


mary account of his faith, I make no doubt but os 7 
my ſon are willing to comply with this laudable cuſtom, 
and are neither afraid nor aſhamed to declare your re- a 
ligious ſentiments in the preſence of this numerous a- 
ſembly; which you are now defired to . ge 

——_ * cue of Faith. WAS Auers lade 
berewwith publifped. Bs 


\Havina Ggnified, your acceptance of the invitation 
given you, and deliver'd a confeſſion: of your faith that 
is I am perſuaded greatly to the ſatisfaction of the ſo- 3 
ciety to which you ſtand related, as well as of us your. | 0 
brethren in the miniſtry ; what now remains is ſolemnly: 

OMe you apart to the office you have undertaken. . -- 


G2 TrHar 


/ 
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miniſtry ; that it is moreover the province of every ſe- 


their gifts, and when prov'd to call them to the exer- 
cife of them as providence may direct; and further, 
that it is the undoubted right of every chriſtian church 


moſt readily acknowledge. But that it is the peculiar 
province of Paſtors and Elders to ordain or ſet apart 
fuch perſons to the office to which they are call'd, to me 
ſeems equally evident, Thus in Acts vi. 1, 2, and 
following verſes, we read that the apoſtles, when the 


number of the diſciples was multiplied ſo that they 


could not manage their ſecular as well as ſpiritual con- 
cerns without ſome aſſiſtance, directed the church at Je- 
ruſalem to look out from amongſt themſelves proper per- 
ſons who ſhould have the care of their temporal affairs; 
which accordingly they did, and when they had done 
it, they ſet theſe perſons before the apoſtles to be ordained 


or appointed to that buſineſs. So likewiſe in Act xiii. 


12, the prophets and teachers that were in the church at 
Antioch, were order'd we read by the Holy Ghoſt to 


ſeparate Barnabas and Saul to the work whereunto he 


had called them; which they did accordingly.” And 
the apoſtle Paul writing to Titus, chap. i. ver. 5, ſays 
l 0 to 


Tax it is indeed che ſole prerogative of an af- 
cended I as us, to give ſuch gifts unto men as are ne- 


parate congregation to look out from amongſt them for 
ſuch perſons as appear to be thus qualified and to prove 


freely to chooſe her own officers ;—I am very ſenſible, and 


. 
to him—for this cauſe left I thee in Crete, that thou ſhouldeft 
fet in onder the things that be wanting, and ordain Elders 
in every city. | | 

"Ts true indeed what was properly apoſtolic, ceaſed 
with the apoſtles. But from the paſſages above-men- 


| tioned *tis evident the work of ordination was not con- 
fin'd to the apoſtles, but was perform'd by other and 
| inferior miniſters in the church of Caz1sT ; and there 


ſeems to be therefore no reaſon why the ſame practice 


ſhould not be continued till. The church flill needs 
and has different officers, and what better method can 


we take to introduce ſuch perſons into their reſpective 
offices, than that pointed out to us by the practice of 
the apoſtles, and primitive miniſters in the church of 


. CurisT ? A method well calculated to preſerve order 


and decency in the church of God, and to keep dif- 
orderly and unqualified men from impoſing themſelves 
on the churches ; and which does by no means inter- 
fere with any of their rights and privileges. 


I wovuLd further obſerve that in ſetting perſons 


apart to any ſacred office, it has been cuſtomary to make 


uſe of faſting, prayer and impoſition of hands. And tho” 


we pretend not by the impoſition of our hands to con- 


vey any extraordinary gifts, yet as this rite in the bu- 


ſineſs of ordination was evidently us'd in the apoſtolic 


age where no extraordinary gifts appear to have been 
B communicated 


( 30) 
communicated by it, as in the ordination of deacons 
and of Barnabas and Saul before referr'd to, who were 
all men full of the Holy Ghoſt before they were or- 
dain'd ; we think ourſelves juſtified in following the 
| Example of the apoſtles in the uſe of this rite as well as 
A in faſting : and prayer ; and ſhall now therefore attend 
| to the ſolemnity before us, according to what we ap- 
prehend to be the primitive pattern. 


CH A CONFESSION 


CONFESSION of FAITH 


DELIVERED AT HIS 
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CONFESSION, &c. 


1 HE right of private judgment, eſpecially in 


| matters of religion, I apprehend is the un- 
doubted and unalienable privilege of every rational in- 
telligent creature. It is a privilege I claim myſelf, and 
for the uſe of which I am accountable only to Goos; 


and it is a privilege which I think every one ought to 


exerciſe, and has a right fully and freely to enjoy. Nor 
can I think this privilege is in any meafure infring'd 


by the requeſt now made on the behalf of this ſociety, 


that I would give a free confeſſion of my faith upon this 
occaſion. The members of this community have un- 


- doubtedly a right to think for themſelves, as well as I 


have to think for myſelf. And as there are various 
doctrines, which, tho* decried by many profeſling - 
chriſtians, :bey judge to be the very eſſentials of the 
goſpel, and of the greateſt importance to their pre- 
ſent and everlaſting welfare; it is certainly incumbent 
upon them to be well ſatisfied that the perſon they 

chuſe 
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chuſe to miniſter to them is well acquainted with theſe 
doctrines, and eſtabliſh'd in the belief of them: for 

how can two walk together except they be agreed ?— 

Indeed, if the people are to think freely for themſelves 

as well as a miniſter for himſelf, how can it be ſuppos'd 

palſible in the very nature of things, they ſhould vo- 

luntarily chuſe a miniſter who appears to be either ig- 

norant of, or an enemy to thoſe principles, which they 

eſteem ſacred and infinitely important. *Tis eaſy to 

zalk about charity, and 'tis much more amiable to ex- 

erciſe ĩt upon every fit object and occaſion; butiwhat I 
have juſt mentioned, let our charity be ever ſo diffuſive, 

cannot be. As well might we ſuppoſe a proteſtint ſo- 
clety to chuſe a popiſſi inſtructor, or a popiſſi ſociety to 
chuſe a mahometan one. And if a religious commu- 
nity have a right to make any enquiry into the faith of 
him they chuſe for a miniſter, they have certainly a 
right to make all the enquiry they judge to be of im- 
portance to their general peace and welfare: nor can a 
mĩniſter have any right to impoſe himſelf upon a people 
without glving them ſuch ſatis faction as they judge rea- 


ſonable with reſpect to his faith, any more than a peo- 


ple have a right to impoſe their faith upon a miniſter. 
And though it be pretended that by a miniſter's being 
refuſed by a ſociety, and conſequently being ſhut out 
from the emoluments of that ſociety, he is embar- 
raſs' d and his freedom of enquiry obſtructed; yet 
ſarely no juſt cauſe of complaint can ariſe from hence, 
ES unleſs 
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. 
unleſs it be prov'd reaſonable that in order to preſerve 
entire the freedom of enquiry to a miniſter, you ſhould 
take away this freedom from the people. And if this 
be reaſonable, then all the abſurdities of Rome itſelf, | 
the faith of whoſe votaries is at the diſpoſal of her 
prieſts, may be prov'd to be reaſonable too. Nay, if 
this be reaſonable, then a miniſter ought to be xetain'd 
and ſupported by a ſaciety, tho in conſequence of his 
free enquiries he ſhould happen to be a deiſt, ſince up- 
on theſe principles, if a ſociety do not retain and ſup- 
port ſuch a miniſter they are enemies, to free-enquiry 
and the liberty of private judgment. Nor is it by any 
means ſufficient that a miniſter declare his belief of the /_ 
bible in general, fince this is a declaration which a pa- 
piſt will make as well as a proteſtant, the greazeſt ene, 
my to the doctrines of the goſpel, as well as the molt 
zealous friend of them. And though, after the fulleſt 
confeſſion of faith it is poſſible, ſhocking it is to think 
that it ſhould be poſlible for a miniſter to impoſe upon 
a people and to declare he believes what he really does 
not believe, pretending in private that he aſſents to 
ſuch and ſuch articles of faith, becauſe made terms of 
his admiſſion by the people, and as articles of peace 
not of belief; yet {till there is no more reaſon upon this 
account to aboliſh the cuſtom of a miniſter's giving a 
confeſſion of his faith previous to his ordination, than 
there is in civil matters to aboliſh the uſe of all kinds 


— 
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of promiſes or oaths, becauſe they are, it is well 


known, groſsly abus'd by many, and the force of them 


And, as it is not poſſible for a conſcientious people 


| to make choice of a miniſter, without being ſatisfied 


in what they apprehend to be the ſoundnefs of his 
faith, as well as che purity of his morals, ſo it does 


not ſeem conſiſtent for any conſcientious miniſters 
%o join in the ordination of another miniſter without 


having the like ſatisfaction. For if a perſon that is 


propoſed for ordination be ſo erroneous in his princi- 


ples or ſo defective in his morals, that, in the judg- 
ment of thoſe who are deſired to ordain him, he is 


likely rather to hurt and injure than ſerve and promote 


the cauſe of Caxr1sT and immortal fouls—how can 
they, with any propriety or conſcientiouſly join in his 
ordination ? It is as abſurd and inconſiſtent to ſuppoſe 
it, as it would be to ſuppoſe they could with propriety 


and conſcientiouſly declare their approbation of a perſon 


whom, at the ſame time, they greatly di/approve. And 


notwithſtanding all the ſpecious and plauſible things 


which are ſaid in favor of ſuch inconſiſtency, this I will 


venture to affirm is an abſolute contradiction in nature. 


I am very ſenſible it is become now quite faſhiona- 


ble, zealouſly and indiſcriminately to decryall creeds and 
ſyſtematic confeſſions of faith, and vehemently to in- 


veigh 


. 
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veigh againſt them, as invading the liberty wherewith 
CHxr15T- hath. made us free. But it is very eaſy to ſee 
that the grand rock of offence with theſe ſpecious de- 
claimers is not any creed or ſyſtem, for they have all 
ſome creed or ſyſtem of their own, and are often not a 
little ſanguine in defence of it; but it is that particu- 
lar ſyſtem of faith which has long been and ſtill is the 


bulwark and glory of the reformation, Which is che 


object of their averſion, and to deſtroy which they ſeem 
determined to leave no artifice untry'd.® But great is 
the truth and it will prevail. And from what has, been 
ſuggeſted, it is I think very evident that a miniſter's 
giving a confeſſion of his faith previous to his ordina- 


tion, is ſo far from interfering with the right of pri- 


vate judgment, . notwithſtanding all- the florid , decla- 
mations to the contrary, that it is rather on the other 


hand a neceſſary con/equence-of the natural exerciſe of 


this right, betwixt a miniſter and the people 0 5 
he js called to miniſter T 
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I rave taken the liberty of mentionity theſe things 
upon this ſolemn occaſion, thus publicly to vindicate 


this ſociety from every unjuſt aſperſion that may be 


thrown upon them on account of the requeſt they have 
made that I would now give them a free confeſſion of 
my faith; as well as to vindicate myſelf i in complying 
with this requeſt: which by the help of God, I will now 
do with the utmoſt freedom and cheerfulneſs. For tho? 
it cannot be ſuppos'd my chriſtian friends of this ſociety, 


C amongſt 


1 
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| 
| 
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amongft whom I have labored in the goſpel for more 
than eight years and by whoſe invitation I am now 
come to be ordained, are ſtrangers to my religious 
principles; yet I judge it highly reaſonable to make a 
public declaration of them upon this oecafion, not on- 


ly to demonſtrate my readineſs to give them all the ſa- 
tisfaction they can defire in an affair ſo important, but 


alſo to manifeſt in this open manner #heir ſteady and 
uniform regard as well as my own hearty attachment to 
thoſe important truths of the everlaſting goſpel, which 
alas! to too many in the preſent day, are a Surge f 
block or fooliſhneſs. | 


Brzsser be Gov 1 am not aſhamed of the en of 
Crkisr ; and why then ſhould I be afraid or aſham'd 
publicly to declare what appears to me to be the ſum 
and fubſtance of it? Aſham'd !—no—#® G forbid I 
ould, glory ſave in the croſs of Chrift, by whom the world 
and all its ſcoffs and reproaches are 1 truſt cruciied 
ande me and! unto che world. 


f "Cf 4 Io \ 


Tx the lic therefore of the great heart ſearching 
God and of this numerous congregation, I confeſs my 


Cordial belief of the following doctrines; which clearly 


appear to me after mature and deliberate conſideration, 


do be u ſummaty of the faith which is delivered to the 


Kin 


od , 
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ſaints in Gop's moſt holy word, and which it is * 
duty therefore * & hold faſt. Sh 


| Tus baſis of all religion is the Being of a Gov. I 
begin therefore with declaring my firm belief of this 
great and important truth. That there is a God. 


SURROUNDED as I am on every fide with numberleſs 


diſplays of infinite wiſdom power love and other per- 


fections; beholding thoſe ſtupendous luminaries the ſun 


the moon and the ſtars above me; the earth with all its 


rich and endleſs variety of trees plants herbs fruits and 
flowers beneath me ; ſurveying moreover the numerous 
tribes of beings in the air and in the water, in the foreſt 


and in the field, in the ſmalleſt of which I ſee a world 


of wonders ; and eſpecially contemplating my own ex- 
iſtence, the amazing powers of this organized material 
body, and the yet more amazing faculties of the active 
ſpirit that is lodged within ; conviction of the Being 
of a Gop flaſhes upon my mind, with evidence and 
demonſtration almighty and irrefiſtible. By ſuch a 
ſtupendous chain of effects, I am conſtrained to aſcend 
to a firſt original cauſe, and could as ſoon ceaſe to be, 


| as ceaſe to believe that there is GO The unity and 
the peculiar perfections and attributes ſuch as the eterai- 


ty, immutability, omniſcience, holineſs, juſtice, goodneſs 


and truth, of this great firſt unoriginated (elf exiſtent 


Being 
* 2, Tim. Is 13. 


1 N | 
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Being whom we call God, are in ſome meaſure almoſt 
as demonſtrable as his exiſtence, from the various and 
wonderful works of his hands : all which do with a 
loud voice ee his * eternal F and godbead. 

Bur the cleareſt diſcoveries we have gf the Divine 
Being are I apprehend in the written revelation he has 
himſelf graciouſly given us in his holy word. 


 WrATEVER may be diſcoverable by the light of 
nature, that Gop ſhould ſee fit to give mankind a writ- 
ten revelation is not only poſlible, but I apprehend 
from the goodneſs of Gop and the manifeſt advantages 
reſulting from ſuch a revelation, is highly probable ; 
and that he has done ſo, and that this revelation is con- 
tain'd in the books of the Old and New Teſtament, I 
firmly believe. Such are the external and internal 
proofs of the divine authority of theſe writings, ariſing 


from the characters of their penmen, the uncontroul'd . 


miracles which were wrought in their confirmation, the 
unqueſtionable truth of the grand leading facts related 
In them, the exact fulfilment of the prophecies they con- 
tain, particularly thoſe reſpecting the Meſſiah, and 1 
had almoſt ſaid above all, from the holy nature deſign 
and tendency of them; — that unleſs I were to indulge 
the moſt unreaſonable infidelity, I muſt acknowledge 
_ | they are divine. They are worthy of God, they bear 

Eo hg | Gon 
Rom. i. 20. 
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een impreſs, and I firmly believe therefore 
were inſpir d by him. — Accordingly I receive this ſacred 


volume with humility gratitude and love, as containing 
the lively oracles of Gov ; I prize it as a gift of ineſti- 


mable value and importance; and cannot but eſteem it 


my indiſpenſible duty implicitly to ſubmit to it in al! 


things of a religious nature, and to make it the onlx 


ſtandard both of my faith and manners. And it is be- 


cauſe I am fully ſatisfied the following principles are 


deriv'd from this pure fountain of unadulterated truth, 
that I cordially embrace them as articles of my faith, 
and the foundation of *. hope and comfort. | 
. | 

To theſe ſacred records I acknowledge myſelf in- 
debted for the cleareſt and moſt ſatisfactory diſcoveries 
of the Divine Being. It is here I learn with certainty 
that there is but * one God, even he who is diſtinguiſhed 
by the appellation of the only living and true God, in 
oppoſition to the many falſe deities ador'd by the 
heathen ; it is here I am taught with the brighteſt evi- 
dence, that this one God is a Being of + infinite recti- 
tude, unſpotted purity and holineſs, and inflexible juſtice and 
truth, as well as a Gop of immenſe power, knowledge, 
wiſdom and love ; here Iam made to underſtand that 


I in the unity of the Godhead there are three divine perſons, | 


the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, into whoſe name 
therefore we are commanded to be baptized, and who 
F I Cor, Vill, &» 5 F Pal, cxly, 17. 1 Matt. xxviii. 19. 


1 
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are all fpoken of as poſſeſſing divine attributes, and par- 
taking of divine honors, and conſequently muſt be one 
in nature and eſſence, however inferior in office in the 
deconomy of redemption, or there cannot be bur one 
Gov. And as my bible teaches me theſe things con- 
cerning the Divine Being in the fulleſt and cleareſt 
manner, I firmly believe them, notwithſtanding they 
ſarpaſs my narrow comprehenſion, as every thing rela- 
ting to the Divine Being muſt neceſſarily do. — I further 
believe upon the ſame divine authority that * in che be- 
ginning God made the heavens and the earth, and all the hoſt 
of them, Amongſt other creatures of his hand but 
greatly ſuperior to them all except the angels, and but 
a Iitile lower than this bright order of beings, I believe 
ze made man; in the formation and ſtructure of whoſe 
body and in the faculties of whoſe ſoul he gave ſtriking 
Jpecimens of his exquiſite {kill and wiſdom, as well as 
of almighty power and love. I believe that Gop cre- 
ated man (which was his chief glory) in after or accord- 
ing to his own image, yea that in the moral and ſpiritual 
image of God created he him. I believe that when he 
had thus made man he conſtituted him lord of this 
lower creation, aſſign'd him the paradiſe of Eden for 
His pleaſant abode, furniſh'd it with a rich variety of 
every fruit that is good for food, and of every tree in 
the garden ſave one permitted him freely to eat; and 
then to conſummate his happineſs, gave him a fair be- 
5:3 loved 


Gen. chap. i. ii. iii. 


| 
| 
f 


| loved companion to ſhare it with him. I believe that 


(+ )- 


man being thus in honor abode not, but fel! from this 
high holy honorable and happy fate in which he was cre- 
ated, The great creator ſeeing fit in his infinite wiſ- 


dom to conſtitute a certain tree in the garden call'd the 
tree of knowledge of good and evil as a poſitive teſt ß 


the obedience or diſobedience of his creature man, I 
believe that in oppoſition to his maker's expreſs and 
poſitive command, and in defiance of the awful Yaiic- 
tions of it, he wilfully tranſgreſſed, and being left to 
the freedom of his own will, eat of the forbidden fruit, 
and thereby involv'd himſelf and his unborn poſterity, 
Tu is doctrine of original fon as it is commonly called, 
or that Adam was not only the natural but alſo the 
federal head and repreſentative of his offspring, and 


that we are all immerſed therefore in the conſequence 


of his diſobedience, is ſo fully taught in the word of 

Gov. as well as by daily experience, that I cannot bat 
believe it. My bible tells me that * by one man /in en- 
tered into the world, and death by fin, and fo death paſſad 
upon all men, in whom all baue fiantd ; that by the efftnce of 
one judgment came upon all men to condemnation ; that by the = 


Alſobedience of one many are made finters ; that the <uhole 


eworld is become guilty before God, and that in Adam all 
dr. My bible tells me alſo, that Adam after his fall 
Rom. v. 12, andl following verſes. 
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'* begat à Jon in his otun likeneſs, that that which is born of 
the fleſpis fleſh, and that except a man be born again he cannot 
fee the kingdom of God. And indeed when I reflect upon 
the multiplicity of pains: and ſorrows and the various 
kinds of death to which I ſee innumerable infants daily 
expoſed, notwithſtanding they are perſonally innocent 
and have not ſinned + after the femilitude of Adam's 
tranſereſſion ;. I have no other way of accounting for ſo 
plain and flagrant a fact than that which my bible 
teaches me; which is that all theſe calamities flow from 
Adam's fin 1 in whom all have ſinned, or in the guilt of 
whoſe ſin all muſt be involv'd or they would not ſhare 
in the puniſhment. When I obſerve moreover the 
early propenſities to fin diſcover'd by children as ſoon 
as ever they are capable of acting, the general diſre- 
gard of ſpiritual and eternal things, the prevalence 
of vice in the world, and the remains there are of ſin 
in the beſt of men; I find it impoſſible to deny uni- 


verſal depravity unleſs I could ſuppoſe poiſonous 


ſtreams to flow from a pure fountain; yea and even 
for the honor of Gop himſelf in whoſe image man 
was at firſt made, I am conſtrained to acknowledge he 


is now fallen. The righteouſneſs of this primitive conſti- 


tution if we conſider the natural union between Adam 
and his poſterity, the perfection of his nature, and the 


"advantageous circumſtances in which he was placed, is 


I think very apparent and cannot with any propriety 
Gen. v. ui, + Rom, v. 24. J Rom. v. 12. John iii. 3, 6. 


( 
be diſputed, Though if it was ever ſo difficult-to/ac- 
count for it, 'till the fact itſelf, which/is in my opinion 
irrefragable, can be overthrown, it ſeems highly inde- 
cent to make vehement outcries againſt it, leſt we 
ſhould be found fighting even againſt God. 


I FURTHER believe upon divine authority, that from 
all eternity Gop out of his mere good pleaſure and to 
diſplay the riches of his ſovereign grace and mercy, 
foreſeeing the fall of man, graciouſly determined to reſcue 
a certain number of this apoſtate race from the ruins of the 
fall, and to raiſe them to all the privileges' of the ſons of 
God : whilſt at the ſame time in his awful juſtice and 
righteouſneſs he ſuifer'd all the angels that fell to periſh 
in their diſobedience. * He took not hold of the nature of 
angels, but the feed of Abraham. —Tiliat all mankind are 
juſtly expos'd to eternal ruin, and have not the leaft 
meritorious claim to the divine favor, is neceſſarily ſup- 
poſed from the repeated aſſurances we have that the 
oproviſion made for the recovery of any of them is the 
effect of mere grace and mercy. That the great God 
has a ſovereign undoubted right to diſpenſe his free fa- 
vours to whom and in what manner and degree he 
pleaſes, muſt be allowed. That he ever has and ſtill 
does actually exerciſe this ſovereign prerogative in the 
diſpenſation of the various bleſſings of nature provi- 
dence and grace, giving to ſome one, to others five, 
| D and 

% * Heb, ii. 16, 
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and to others ten talents, is equally evident. That 
| Gov could have actually ſaved all mankind in a per- 
fe conſiſtency with free agency had he ſeen fit ſo to 
do, but that all mankind are not actually ſaved ; and 
that he could have granted the ſame exalted degree of 


ſpiritual privileges to all that he has to ſome, if this had 


been his pleaſure, but that he has not; is indiſputable. 
That he ſends the goſpel particularly to ſome places, 
and not to others, yea that he ſent his ſon himſelf to 
* Chorazin and Beth/aida and not to Tyre and Sidon, 
though he knew the inhabitants of Chorazin and Beth- 
Jaiaa would not be brought to repentance thereby, and 
that the inhabitants of Tyre and Sidon would had they 
enjoy d the ſame privileges, cannot be denied. Theſe 
are ſtubborn facts, the evidence of which is irreſiſti- 
ble. And what is there implied in theſe things lefs 
than the much abus'd and groſly miſrepreſented doc- 


trine of per/onal election, or the free and ſovereign choice 


of a certain number of mankind to eternal life 
That the tender mercies of Gop are over all his works; 
that Gov is not the author of fin and does by no means 
exerciſe any poſitive influence leading men to fin; that 
nd man ſhall be call'd to an account for the abuſe of 
privileges he never enjoy'd, but ſhall have a moſt fair 
and equitable trial and be condemned not by any ar- 

| bitrary decree, but for the wilful violation of known du- 
ty, and ſo his condemnation be entirely of himſelf; 
| that 

Mat. xi, 21. | 


6 


that by the ſovereign will and pleaſure of Gop we are 


not to underſtand a capricious wanton diſplay of power, 
but ſuch a diſplay of it as is perfectly conſiſtent with 
the higheſt wiſdom, and tends moſt to the furthering 
the nobleſt of all ends the glory of Gop; that all 
ſuch as are choſen of Gop are choſen thro? ſanctifica- 
tion of the ſpirit unto obedience, and conſequently 
are not at liberty to live as they liſt ;—all theſe things 
are molt readily allowed, and I abhor concluſions of a 
contrary nature, as mach as thoſe who may violently 
charge them upon me as the neceſſary conſequence of 
this doctrine. Nor are there in my apprehenſion any 
other difficulties attending this important truth, but 


| ſuch as ariſe from the fore-knowledge af Gon, the 


introduction of moral evil into the world, and à parti- 
cular providence ; which yet we cannot deny without 
denying the . plaineſt fact and almoſt commencing 
atheiſts. And with reſpect to the evidence of this truth 
ariſing from ſcripture, tis ſo plain and abundant, thatone 
would think it impoſſible for any one to read the bible 
and overlook it. For there I read that Cui himſelf 


ſaid, all that the Father giveth me ſhall come to me," and 
this is the Father's will, that of all which he hath given 


me I ſhould loſe nothing. There J read that the ſaints the 


ſaved of the Lon d are ſuch as are + ch ſts 10 /alvation 
according ta the good pleaſure of the divine will, and to the 


1 John vi. 37, 39» * Eph. i. 57 6. Rom. Yu, 29. 2 


oh Tim. i. 9. 1 Pet. i, 2. 
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., praiſe of the glory of bis grace; that they are ſaved and + 
called with an holy calling not according to their works, but 


according to his own purpoſe and grace which wwas given in 
Chrift before the wor!d began; that they are predeftinated 
to be conform d to the image of his Son, and elf? according 
to the fore-knowwledge of God the Father, through ſan#tif- 
cation of the ſpirit unto obedience and ſprinkling of the 
Blood of Jeſus Chrift. I cannot therefore deny this 
doctrine, notwithſtanding all the dreadful repreſenta- 
tions ſome' men have preſum'd to give of it, but am 
under a neceſſity of yielding a hearty aſſent to it, ſo | 
bright and ſtrong does the evidence appear to me by 
which it is confirm d. And this is the important leſſon 
I learn from it, that he who glorieth ſhould glory only in 
the Lord, and that with the deepeſt humility every be- 


liever ought to ſay, 'by the grace of God 1 am what 1 
am. : 


5 
Ix order to accompliſh the purpoſes of divine love 
towards his apoſtate creatures, and in conſequence of. 
thoſe counſels of peace which were from all eternity be- 
tween the Father and the Son, I believe that in the fulneſs 
of time the Son of God became incarnate, took upon him 
the lowly form of a ſervant, led a moſt uſeful amiable 
and meritorious life, yielding in all things a perfe& 
obedience to the divine will, endur'd a moſt amazing 
conflict in the garden of Gethſemane, and at length in 
agonies expired upon the croſs, as a vicarious atoning 

ſacrifice 


* 
N 


— 
1 
ſacrifice for the ſins of his choſen people. I believe 
that on the third day he roſe from the dead as a 
triumphant conqueror, and after having for a while 
convers'd with his diſciples and given full proof of 
his reſurrection, return'd again to heaven from whence 
he originally came, and where he ever liveth to make 
interceſſion for us. I believe that hereby the juſtice of 
Gop was fully ſatisfied, his holineſs infinitely exalted, 
the malignity of ſin inexpreſſibly magnified, and the 
divine compaſſion and love moſt amazingly and glori. 
ouſly diſplay'd. I believe that he lord Jeſus Chriſt is 
the alone meritorious and procuring cauſe of the whole of 
ſalvation, that he is * made of God to all them that believe 
wiſdom righteouſneſs ſanfification and redemption, and that 
wwe are waſh” d ſanfified and juſtified in the name or for 
the ſake of the Lord Jeſus and by the ſpirit of our Gad. 
I believe that our perſons and ſervices are accepted only 
in him the beloved, and that all the bleſſings of grace 
and glory flow to us in and thro? him, who by the im- 
putation therefore of his merits is be end of the law 


for righteouſneſs, yea and all in all, to every one that 
believeth. 


Tus grand doctrine of the atonement and media- 
tion of CnRIsT and falvation through him alone, 
ſhines with ſuch amazing luſtre through the whole of 
the goſpel revelation, and is ſo evidently the diſtin- 
; guiſhing 


* x Cor, i. 30. 1 Cor. vi. 11. 


guiſhing doctrine contain'd in it; and it is moreover ſo 
impoſlible to account for the bloody ſweat of the inno- 
cent redeemer in the garden, and his amazing langu- 
age upon the croſs, * my God, my God, why haſt thou 
forſaken me, unleſs we allow that the chaſti/ement of our 
peace was upon him and that he /ufer*d the juſt for the 
unjuſt; that with the bible in my hands I could as ſoon 
deny the exiſtence of Jes us, as his vicarious atonement 
facrifice and mediation, Nor can any doctrine be more 
worthy of Gop, however ſuperior to our limited un- 
derftandings. Here 1 ſee fin puniſh'd, all the perfections 
of Deity exalted, and the chief of finners ſaved. Here 
I ſee mercy and truth, righteouſneſs and 'peace embra- 
cing each other, and triumphing together. Here I ſee 
in the perſon of the great Immanuel, Deity and huma- 
nity, which fin had ſeparated, reunited, and an effectual 
way opened for a like happy union between Gop and 
every believing ſoul. I receive therefore this glorious 
heart-cheering doctrine as well worthy of all accept- 
ation, and am ready I truſt to 4 count all things but be, 
fo that I may but win Chriſt and be found'i in him, not ha- 
wing mine own righteouſneſs which is of the law, but 
the righteouſneſs which is of Ged by faith. 


I BeLievs the abſolute: neceſſity of regeneration ; 
or that & except a man be born again, paſs under a 
ſpiritual divine change, has his underſtanding en- 

lightened, 


Mat. xxvii, 46, Ifai, lili, 53. f Phil. iti, 8, 9. § Johnoii. 3. 


„ 

yon his will renew'd, and his affections Tpiri- 
tualiz'd, and is brought to a ſpiritual knowledge faith 
and love of Car1sT and true holineſs, he cannot fee the 


kingdom of God. * If any man be in Chriſt he is a new 


creature, all old things are paſs'd away, and beheld all 
things are become new. And f without holineſs, i. e. with- 
out areal fervent prevailing love to Gop, and a cheer- 
ful obedience to his commands, let our principles and 
profeſſions be what they will, we are moſt peremptori- 
ly aſſur'd no man hall ſee the Lord. | believe that the 
renewal of the heart, and the ſanRification of our cor- 
rupt natures, are effected by the operations of the good 
ſpirit of Gov, and in and thro? or for the ſake of the 
mediation of Jesus CRRIS T. Þ+ But ye are waſhed, but 
ye are ſan&ified, ſays the apoſtle Paul, ar well as juftified 
in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the ſpirit of our God, 
How the ſpirit of Gop performs this work I know not: 
but that it is in a perfect conſiſtency with the freedom of 


the will I firmly believe; for he $ wor ſteth to bill a 


ell as to do, of his good pleaſure. 

I BELIEVE moreover that where the work of grace is 
begun, |} i: Hall be carried on to the duy of Chrift, and 
that the children of Gop fhall be fer by rhe mighty 
power of God thro faith unto ſalvation. 


I rug. 


* 2 Cof. vv tf. f Heb. xil. 14. + 1 Cor. vi. Xt. 5 
Phil, ii, 13. | Phil, i. 6. 1. Pet. i. 3. 
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Iuris believe that as there are various means 
of grace which it is our duty diligently to attend, ſo 
there are eſpecially two poſitive inſtitutions which 


CurrisT has enjoin'd upon all his Mach Ban- 
iſm and the r Supper. 


| * is 1 believe being bathed or immers'd in wa- 
ter in the name of the Father Son and Holy Ghoſt, 

as an emblem of our being waſh'd from fin and dying 
to it, and riſing again to a new and holy life, * For 
ave are buried with Chriſt by baptiſm unto death, that like 
as Chriſt was raiſed from the dead by the glory of the Fa- 
ther, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of life. A 

_ credible profeſſion of faith and repentance are I believe 
' the neceſſary qualifications for this ordinance, nor have 
we any authority to alter or diſpenſe with them. + JF 
thou believeft with all thine heart thou mayeſt. 


Tux Lord's Supper is I believe an ordinance, wherein 
the devout receiving of the elements of bread and 
wine, are deſigned to impreſs upon our hearts a deep and 
lively ſenſe of the benefits reſulting from the death of 
CarisT, Þ whoſe fleſh is to every believer meat indeed, 
and whoſe blood is drink indeed. || This do in remembrancs 


F me. 


I Be- 
Nom. vi. 4. + Adds vüi. 37. 1 John vi. 55. || Luke 


xxii. 19. 


ö 
| 
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IxxIIEVs that as it is appointed for all men onee to dit, 

ſo at death the boch returns 10 the duſt from whence 
it was taken, and the ſpirit to God that gave it. I believe 
that on the appointed day + the trumpet ſoall found, 
the graves be open d, the dead rais'd, the judge enthron d, 
the books wifolded, and that wwe foall all appear before the 
iudgment '/eat of Chriſti I believe that every impious 
mouth ſhall then be ſtopped, and that to all the habi- 
tually wicked impenitent and ungodly, who fhall be 
plac'd on his left hand, he will moſt certainly ſay; and 
cauſe the equity of the ſentente to be univerſally ſeen 
and acknowledged, I depart from me ye cur/edintq everiaſt+ 
ing burnings with the devil and his angels for eaters | But 
to them on his right hand who ſhall appear to be of -a 


very different character, with ſmiles of infinite com- 


placency and love he will graciouſly ſay, & come ye 
bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you || 


from before the foundation of the world. At the eloſe of 


which ſolemn ſcene, thoſe on the left hand of the judge 
Hall go away into * en 


into life eternal. 


Tauss are my diſtinguiſting religious principles. 
Theſe are the genuine ſentiments of my heart, the 
power and energy of which L hope I have in ſeme mea- 
fare feli, and earneſtly deſire more amply to experience · 


And theſe mofeover are the grand doctrines I'defign to 


E make 


* Ecclef. xii. 3. x Cor. xv. $2, 1 Rom, xiv, 10. 
$ Mat, XXV, 41. Mat. XXY: 34. 


( 
make the ſubject of my future miniſtrations upon 
which I do myſelf, and hope you my friends will alſo, 
rx DT the divine Nh 
IAN very ſenſible an many of theſe doctrines are 
quite oppoſite to the faſhionable tenets of the preſent 
day. Nor ſhall I wonder whilſt I profeſs to hold and 


preſume to explain and recommend them, if I am 


ſometimes branded with the odium of a weak ſuperfi- 
cial head, and ſometimes with the much greater re- 
proach of a diſhoneſt bad heart. But bleſſed be Gop I 
hope I can ſincerely ſay * none of the/e things move me 
hens: I defire not to count even my life dear to me, ſo that 1 


may but finiſh my courſe with "Joy, and the "OW 1 * 
received of the Lord Fe efus. 


{ r however TY my own imperfection weak - 


neſs and fallibility, I deſire always to keep my mind 


open to con viction; and I hope I ſhall never be ſuffered 


to keep back any part of what may appear to me to be 


the counſel of Gop. 


4 Nox would I forget that tis my indiſpenfible duty to 
hold the truth in love. And bleſſed be Gop I can ſo- 
- lemnly declare from my inmoſt ſoul, that whatever 
differences there may be in ſentiment betwixt real 
G 1 owing to the men of the preſent 
BY Kate 
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ſtate and the various prejudices to which we are all li- 
able, yet with the whole family of Jesus whatever 
be their denomination, with all that breathe his ſpirit | 
and temper, and appear to have his image and ſuper- 
ſcription upon their ſouls, I feel my heart united. 
And moſt tenderly do I therefore ſalute them all, and 
you my friends of this ſociety in a particular manner, 


as brethren in the LoxD; whoſe welfare and happineſs 


I fervently wiſh to promote, and with whom I hope to 
ſpend a bliſsful eternity, in thoſe tranſporting regions 
where every miſt and cloud of darkneſs ſhall be done 
away, and we ſhall all be light in the Loxp !—Even 
ſo, Amen and Amen ! 
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H E part aſſigned me in the W ſervice of 

this day, is to exhort you, my brother, to the 
duties of that ſacred office with which you are now 
inveſted. And I perſwade myſelf, ſo intimate have 
been my connections with you and ſo great is my con- 
cern for your comfort and uſefulneſs, that you will 
excuſe the freedom with which I {tall addreſs you: 
and the rather as you will reflect that whilſt I am ſpeak- 
ing to you, Sir, I'am ſpeaking to myſelf. - What may 
be offered to your conſideration, I ſhall ground upon 


the words of the Apoſtle, and thoſe connected with 
them, which we have in 


Acts XX. 19. SERVING THE LORD WITH ALL Ru- 


MILITY OF MIND, AND WITH MANY TEARS AND 
TEMPTATIONS, 


| EXAMPLE, it hath often been . obſerved, hath a 
greater effect upon the minds of men in common 
than precept. It is therefore our happineſs with regard 


to 
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to the duties of the miniſterial office, as well as thoſe 
of private chriſtians, that as they are clearly laid down 
in the bible, ſo they are therein exemplified in many 
ſtriking inſtances. The inſtance which now preſents 
itſelf to our view, is no leſs an one than that of the 
apoſtle Paul. I am aware indeed that he ſuſtained an 
extraordinary character in the church of God, that 
he was endowed with ſupernatural and miraculous 


gifts, and that he was called by providence to fervices 


of a far more arduous affd extenfive kind, than are 
expected from any of us; yet the account given us 


In this context of the manner in which he acquitted 


5 


himfelf at Epheſus, the few years he fpent there, is in 
the general very well fitted to be drawn into an example 
for our imitation. Tis true, the particular kind of 
trial which he there endured, and the proſpect of 


| martyrdom he had before him, are circumſtances of X 


peculiar nature, and do not admit of any compariſon : 
but the ſervices he rendered to his maſter, and the 
manner in which he performed them, deſerve our moſt 
— attention. 


He was at this time upon a journey from certain 


places he had been viſiting in Greece to Jeruſalem. 


And not having time to take Epheſus in his way, 
he ſends for the elders of the church there, to meet 
him at Miletus. This interview was folemn and 
*FcRting. For though the apoſtle knew not parti- 

 cularly 


h 

cularly what ſhould befall him, yet he was very ap- 
prehenſive that he ſhould ſee their faces no more in the 
fleſh. This opportunity therefore he takes, whilſt he 
bad them a final adieu, and commended" them to the 
care and influence of divine grace; to exhort them 
to their duty, and to urge them to it from the example 
he had ſet — the few years he had been ang 
them. 


His exhortation we have in 28 v. Take heed unto 
yourſelves, and to all the flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt 
hath made you overſeers, to feed the church of God, which 
he hath purchaſed with his own blood. An exhortation 
he the rather preſſes upon them, as 4nowing that after 
his departure grievous wolves would enter in among them, 
not ſparing the flock, and men would ariſe, ſpeaking per- 
verſe things, ti draw away the diſciples after them. * 
Now to the faithful diſcharge of the duties compre- 
hended in this exhortation he urges them, as I ſaid, 
by a conſideration of the example he had himſelf ſet 
them. Nor was there in this the leaſt oſtentation or 
vain-glory. It was fit he ſhould, upon ſo extraordinary 


an occaſion, appeal to them for the uprightneſs of his 
conduct. And the tenderneſs of the ſcene, he might 


well hope as they moſt affectionately loved him, would 
add weight to the inſtructions ariſing from his example. 
Wherefore he reminds them, firſt, of his ſervices 

Adds xx. 30. | 


6 


among them; and ſecondly, after what manner they 
were performed. 


5 In eneral he tells them he had et ihe 
Lad Chriſt — K maſter, and to ſerve his intereſts 
had been his grand object. To this end he had taught 
them publickly, + had preached the kingdom of God * 
among them, had declared the divine coun/e! to them, f 


and had reſiſied the goſpel of the grace of Ged, || inlifting 


on the neceſſity of repentance towards God, and faith 
towards our Lord Fefus Chriſt. $ The ſeveral truths 
of natural and revealed religion he had largely diſ- 
courſed of, illuſtrating, defending, and improving 
them. And ſo he had /erved Carisr, by laboring to 
the. utmoſt of his power to ſpread the ſavour of his 
goſpel far and wide, to convert men from their fins 
unto Gov, and to aſſſt animate and comfort chriſtians 
in the path of duty. And then, 


Sxcoxprx, He tells them after what manner he 
had ſerved the Lox p; what was his temper ſpirit and 
views, — That he was well inſtructed in the mind and 
will of his divine maſter is not to be queſtioned. His 
epiſtles, Which may be conſider'd as ſo many ſermons 
pteached to the churches, ſufficiently ſhew this. But 
though his knowledge and giſts he received in an ex- 
traordinary and miraculous way; yet he neglected not 
1 eee e = 

+ Acts xx. 20. v. 25. f v. 27. || v. 24+ F v. 21. 
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e 
the proper and natural means of improvement, ſuch as 
reading meditation and prayer, as may be gathered 
from other paſſages of his hiſtory, though not particu- 
larly mentioned here.— Knowing thus the will of his 
maſter, he ſet himſelf diligently to conform to it. He 
was with them at all faſons.* He taught them publickly, 
and from houſe to houſe f. He ceaſed not to warn them night 
and day with tearst. And he ſhewed theſe elders to 
whom he was now addrefling himſelf, how that /abor- 
ing d, as he had done, they oughtto ſupport the weak. 
His fidelity alſo in his maſter's ſervice was no leſs re- 
markable. Faithful he was to the inſtructions he had 
received from him, not ſhunning to declare all the counſel 
of God. Faithful he was to thoſe committed to his 
care, warning every one of them, and keeping back nothing 
that was profitable to them. And faithful he was like- 
wiſe to the conſciences of all men; ſo that they could 
bear him record, that he was pure from their bloodf 
Chearful and diſintereſted he was alſo in his maſter's 
work, encouraging himſelf therein not with the proſ- 
pect of worldly gain, but with the noble ſatisfaction of 
doing good, and the pleafing hope of being acknow- 
ledged and rewarded by CRRISsH another day. To 
which purpoſe he tells them, that they were his wit- 
neſſes, that he had coveted no man's filver or gold, or ap- 
parel, yea that his own hands had miniſſer d unto his ne- 
ak | | ceſſities 


Acts xx. 18. f v. 20. f v. 31. § v. 35. f v. 27. 
* V, 31, 20. v. 26. 13 : | 
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eeffities, and to them that were with him *; that he had 
Iabored to ſupport the weak ; that he had been of the 
ſame mind with him in whoſe cauſe he was embarked, 
that it is more bleſſed to give than to receive + ; and that 
his heart was ſo ſet upon his work, that he did not count 
his /fe dear to him, /o that he might finiſb his courſe with 
joy, and the miniſtry hich he had received of the Lord 


2 Jeſus, to teftify the goſpel of the grace of God O- His hu- 


mility alſo he reminds them of: that he had ferwed the 
Lord, not with vanity affectation and pride, but with 
- all humility of mind, with ſobriety, lowlineſs, and con- 
deſcenſion; remembring that though it was an hono- 
rable office he held, yet he was a ſervant, that though 
he was poſſeſſed of abilities ſuperior to others, yet that 
theſe he had received, and that whatever ſucceſs he had 
met with it was of Gop.—In one word, for their imita- 
gion, as well as in vindication of his own uprightneſs, 
he omits not to mention his conſtancy and perſeverance | 
in the ſervice of Cyxr1sT. At Epheſus as well as other 
places he had met with Yerious difcouragements both 
outward and inward ; he had hed many tears, and en- 
dured many temptations. Yet from the firſt day he came 
among them to the moment he was by providence 
called away from them, he had continued to ſerve the 
Lon p, and not ceaſed day or night to labor earneſtly to 
promote their good. And though he now ſaw that 
bonds and afflictions awaited him, yet none of theſe things 

ES moved 


CSI 
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moved him: no, nor did the proſpect of death itſelf, 
tremendous as the very idea of it might ſeem, ſhake 
his reſolution. He was content, yea he counted it his 
honour, to fall a ſacrifice in this the beſt and nobleſt 
cauſe in the world ; only praying that he might paſs 
out of life, in the triumphant exerciſe of that hope 
and joy which the goſpel of Jzsvs inſpires *, 


\Wr _> 

| of Tavs you ſee the apoſtle offers his own example to 
theſe miniſters of the church of Epheſus, for their imi- 
tation, Nor was there, as I ſaid before, any indecency 
in it; fince he held a ſuperior ſtation in the church of 

God, was divinely inſpired, and had ſuch an intereſt in 
their affections as very well intitled him to this free- 


Ano now, my brother, from his example thus drawn | 
out to our view by himſelf, and urged upon us, as [ 
may ſay, with his dying lips, let. us take our inftruc- 
tions and motives to the duties of that ſacred office we 
r us. Allow me then 


I. To remind you of the ſervice itſelf required of 
a chriſtian miniſter in this ſtation : And 


II. To thew you after what manner it ſhould be 
performed, ſuggeſting as I go along the proper 


Acts xx, 23, 24. 
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; 5 motives to animate us to the ſevera] parts of our 


duty. 


I. As to the ſervice. itſelf you owe your maſter. 
It is required of you, 


1. To preach the word, that is, the doctrines and 
duties of natural and revealed religion, which I need 


not ſtay here particularly to recite, as you have your- 


ſelf now made ſo good a confeſſion of them. Theſe 
you are to explain defend and improve, taking your 
arguments and motives chiefly from the ſacred ſcrip- 


tures. And in ſo doing, let your reaſoning be clear 


and convincing, your illuſtrations apt and ftriking, 
your language plain ahd familiar, and your addreſſes 


4 ſerious and pathetic. Aim, not to amuſe but to inſtruct; 
not to touch the paſſions only, but to reach the con- 


ſcience. And if you would ſucceed in both theſe, 
you muſt ſupport what you ſay with clear evidence of 


divine authority, and labor by all poſſible means to 


get at' the hearts and feelings of thoſe who hear you. 


Inſiſt chiefly on ſuch ſubjects as are of the greateſt im- 


portance, omitting nothing that is for edification. 
Treat doctrines practically, and duties evangelically. 
Adapt your diſcourſes to every poſſible caſe; at the 


ſame time keeping the particular miſtakes of individu- 


als out of your view. Aim at variety; and yet let not 


method give way to declamation. Study your ſubje& 
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F 
accurately; yet if poſſible diſcourſe upon it freely. 
Enter yourſelf into the ſpirit of it, and be not content 
unleſs others feel it with you. Speak as in the preſence 
of Gop, and as one who remembers he is to give an 
account. In a word, let your preaching be preceeded 
and followed with your earneſt cries to heaven for ſuc- 
ceſs.—And now, after what hath been thus ſaid con- 
. | cerning public inſtruction, I ſhall only add as to public 

prayer, which yet is a very important branch of religi- 

ous worſhip, that freedom, variety, ſome regard to me- 
thod, and. above all fervency, will be of eminent uſe to 
render it acceptable and profitable. 


2. As an elder of this chriſtian church you are to 
adminiſter ordinances. 'Theſe are Baptiſm and the 
Lorp's ſupper, of which it will ſuffice to ſay, that as 
they are poſitive inſtitutions, ſo you are to attend 
ſtrictly to the directions which CHRIST hath given con- 
cerning them; and as they are inſtituted for ſpiritpal 
and religious purpoſes, ſo you are to adminiſter them 
with a ſeriouſneſs, affection, and cheerfulneſs, ſuited to 

. their ſolemnity, importance and expreſſiveneſs.— It is 
| | alſo the office of an elder (though you are not at pre- 
ſent called to the exerciſe of this particular branch of 
duty, it being your happineſs to ſerve: your maſter in 
connexion with an honored and affe&ionate parent,) - 
I ſay it is the office of an Elder or Biſhop, | 


3. To 
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3. To preſide in the houſe of Gop. Seripture de- 
ſcribes a perſon. of this character as a Ralera, as one ſet 
over the ehurchf, and to whom is intruſted 2he care of 
it.” Not that miniſters have an authority to enact new 
laws, or to govern arbitrarily and independently of the 

people. —No, their office is to explain the laws of 
nals, to preſide in the diſcipline: of the church, 
and in a due and orderly manner to execute thoſe com- 
_ mands which are clearly laid down in the word of Gop 
"relative to it. As therefore the people are required to 
pay a beconiny reſpect to their miniſters as rulers ; ſo - 
miniſters are forbid to lord it over God's heritage. 
Learn then from. the ſacred records how you are to 
behave yourſelf in the houſe of Gov. When you ſhall 
be called to preſide in this chriftian church (which 1 
pray God may be yet many years) let your deportment 
be in every reſpect agreeable to the importance of this 
ſtation. Rule wwell; fo will you be accounted worthy of 


| | - double honorh, Upon you it will lie principally to 


inquire into the ſtate and character of thoſe who are 
admitted to the communion of the church; to ſee that 
Juſtice is done thoſe who are cenſured by it, or excluded 
from it ; and to maintain peace, order, and purity. All 
which, I need not tell yon, will require prudence and 
Keadineſs, gravity and meekneſs, impartiality and ten- 
derneſs, The other branch of your office I ſhall men- 
tion, is, 

4. Taar 
* Heb. xiii, 7, t 1 Theſ. v. 12, {x Tim. iii. 5. * 17. 
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4. Tnar of private inſtruction, reproof, and exhor- 
tation. The apoſtle tells the Epheſians, as you have 
ſeen, that he had caught them from houſe 10 houſe, and 
warned every one of them night and day*. Not that mi- 
niſters are to ſpend the whole of their time in viſiting 
the people: for that would preclude other more im- 
portant and neceſſary means of ſerving their real inte- 
reſts. Prudence muſt direct here, and matters of leſs 
conſequence give way to thoſe of greater moment. 
Friendly interviews even in an occaſional way, may, 
if properly managed, ſubſerve very valuable purpoſes, 
A point however ſhould be made of viſiting the fick, 
ſtepping in to the aſſiſtance of thoſe who are under 
any particular calamity, and eſpecially of ' warning 
ſuch as we ſee expaſed to temptation, a a the 
way of their duty. 


Tuus have 1 touched upon the ſeveral * of he 
miniſterial ofice. I come now | 


IL To ſhew you more particularly after what man- 
ner they are to be diſcharged, and the motives you 
have to quicken and animate you in your work. You 
are a ſervant of Cuxis r. As ſych therefore it becomes 


— 


G n 1. To 
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1. To be folicitouſly concerned to bnow your maſter's 
will. The reaſonableneſs and importance of this muſt 


| appear to every one at firſt view. He who undertakes 


any ſervice for another, to which through ignorance 
and want of abilities he is totally unequal, acts a weak 
and unworthy part. And it is greatly to be lamented, 
that too many who have the ſlendereſt pretences to 
either knowledge or gifts for the miniſtry, do vainly 
intrude themſelves into this ſacred office, and bring 
great diſhonor upon it. But this, Sir, is not your cha- 
raQer. Vet whatever abilities Gop has bleſſed you 
with, if you ſerve him as you ought, it will be your 
concern to cultivate and improve them. Every kind 
of knowledge is uſeful to a miniſter.” Natural know- 
ledge is ſo; eſpecially thoſe branches of it which 
enable him to conſult the ſacred ſcriptures in the lan- 
guage wherein they were wrote ; to enter into the rea- 
fonings, maxims, and principles upon which mankind 
act; and to illuſtrate and defend the doctrines, prophe- 
cies, hiſtories, and miracles of the bible. Get as much 
of this knowledge therefore as you can: and fail not 
to apply it to the great purpoſes of religion. Yet be- 
ware that thefe ſtudies do not engroſs too much of your 
time, and that you are not vain of the acquiſitions you 
make. * | 8 


Bur what I would more earneſtly recommend, is an 
improvement in divine knowledge; in the knowledge of 
GOD 
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Gop and his will, of Car1sT and the way of ſalvation 
by him, and of mankind and their moſt important in- 
tereſts, To this end ſtudy the volume of nature and 
providence: here you will find rich entertainment, and 
be furniſhed with many uſeful materials for public and 
private inſtruction. But eſpecially ſtudy the bible. 
Let that be ever mear you, in your heart, and in your 
+ mouth. Endeavour to get a clear juſt and ſatisfactory 
view of the great truths it contains, their nature, evi- 
dence, connexion, importance, and uſe. Apollos was 
mighty in the ſcriptures*. And he that will be @ avork- 

man that needeth got to be aſhamed, muſt be expert in the 
avord of truth, and know how rightly to divide it. Give 
attendance therefore to reading. Meditate on theſe things. 
Give yourſelf whelly to them, that your profiting may appear 
to all f. And let me remind yon of what I am well 
4 | perſwaded you are ſenſible, that an exact juſt and cri- 
tical knowledge of the ſcriptures will be of little avail 
either to your comfort or uſefulneſs, if it be not experi- 
mental and practical. Study therefore your own heart. 
Labor to come at a thorough acquaintance with your- 
* ſelf. Knowledge thus derived from the bible and ex- 
perience, will be of the greateſt uſe to you in your 
maſter's ſervice. It will enable you to inſtruct others 
with a clearneſs, evidence, authority, and affection, that 
nothing elſe can do. We ſpeak that wwe do know, and 
8 zeftify that aue have. ſeen 9. What is a miniſter of the 
| | fineſt 
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ſineſt natural abilities, and of the moſt extenſive acqul- 
red knowledge, if he be defeQtive here! And need I 
add the great importance of daily imploring divine 
inſtruftion ? , any man lack wiſdom (and ſurely this is 
the grand object with a ſervant of Cx 16) /et him aſt 
it of God the father of lights, and of the ſpirit of illumi- 
nation*. Have your eye continually upon your maſter, 
and your ear ever open to his commands, ſaying, 
Lon p, what I fee not teach thou me +. To knowledge 
ſhould be added 5 


2. Fidelity. For to what purpoſe is it that a ſervant 
knows his maſter's will, if he be void of integrity, con- 

| ſcience, and good faith? Of your uprightneſs, Sir, I 
am well ſatisfied : yet it behoves me to remind you of 
this, as it is one of the moſt eminent qualifications of a 
ſervant. —Here then I would exhort you, my brother, 
to that faithfulneſs you owe to yourſelf in your private 
capacity as a chriſtian, Take heed to your religion, 
that it be fincere and genuine lively and prevalent. 
*Tis not ſufficient that your morals only are good, 
which is indeed a matter indiſpenſably neceſſary to 
your comfort, reputation, and uſefulneſs ; but it ſhould 
be your great concern that your heart is right with 
Gop. Examine your/elf therefore frequently whether 
you be in the faith 1. Aim to live under the influence 
of the truths you . preach. And let not the perſonal 
duties 

Jun. i. 3. + Job, xxxiv, 32+ Þ 2 Cor. xiii. 3. 
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duties incumbent on you as a chriſtian, be fuperſeded 
by thoſe of your relative and pnblick character. Mi- 
niſters have fouls to be ſaved as well as the people com- 
mitted to their care. Tis therefore ſad indeed when 
they have cauſe to lament, that whilſt they have kept 
the vineyards of others, their own hath been negle&- 
ed“. And it is ſtill more dreadful when like Bellero- 
phon, of whom the poets ſpeak, they themſelves carry 
the news of their own approaching condemnation, I 
verily believe, ſays an antient writer, that few miniſters 
will be ſaved.” Gov forbid this ſhoald be the caſe |! 
Vet the very apprehenſion of it ſhould excite us to watch- 
fulneſs and cireumſpection.— Be faithful alſo to your- 
ſelf in your public as well as private capacity, Look 
well to your aims and views in the diſcharge of your 
work; that you are not governed by worldly principles 
either of honor or profit ; that you do not preach your- 
ſelf; and that you covet not any man's fikver or gold or ap- 
parel : but that you are actuated by a concern for your 
maſter's glory, and the welfare of immortal fouls, 
See that you faithfully uſe the talents with which Gop 
has intruſted you in his ſervice, not ſlothfully conceal- 
ing them in indolence, nor yet inconſiderately waſting 
them upon purſuits, wholly foreign to your office and 
character as a miniſter of CHRIST. —Be faithful to the 
light and knowledge you have received, or may receive; 
not ſhunning to declare the wholt counſel of God, ſo far as 

you. 
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you are fatisfied concerning it, and lecping back nothing 
that may be profitable to thoſe who hear you. —And in 
one word, make a point of it to deal faithfully and up- 
rightly with the conſciences of men. Tell them plainly 
their undone condition by nature, and the only way of 
falvation by Iss us CHRIST. To you, as a ſervant of 
CuarisT, is committed the word of reconciliation : where- 
fore pray men in Chriſt's ſtead to be reconciled to Go 
Do not dare to flatter the vices of any ; nor ſuffer your- 
{elf to be deterred from the ſteady diſcharge of your 
duty by any worldly conſiderations whatſoever : but by 
maniftftation of the truth, commend yourſelf to every man's 
conſcience in the fight of God f. So will you be able to 
ſay with the apoſtle at the cloſe of your miniſtry, 7 tale 
gou to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of ali 
aw. 


Now in order to excite you to all due fidelity in your 
work, reflect frequently on your ſolemn engagements 
to the maſter you have the honor to ſerve. Think with 
yourſelf how much your comfort and your uſefulneſs 
depend on your faithfulneſs. Conſtant and uniform 
Integrity of conduct will ſecure you the eſteem and re- 
gard of thoſe around you ; and a conſciouſneſs of your 
own upright views will give you boldneſs, and carry 
you through difficulties and reproaches that in ſome 
inſtances would otherwiſe be hardly ſurmountable. Set 


before 
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before you the many examples of fidelity yon have up- 
on divine record. Moſes was. faithful in all his hauſe as 
a ſervant.* Jeremiah by his integrity became as @ fen- 
ced brazen wall; fo that they'who fought againſt bim pre- 
wailed not, God being with bim. t In like manner 
Car1sT alſo was faithful to him that appointed bim. 4 
And to theſe conſiderations add that of the laſt ſolemn 
account you are to give to your maſter; and which our 
Saviour himſelf repreſents in a very ſtriking manner in 
the parable of the talents 5. Thus as ſervants it is re⸗ 
quired of us that we are faithful. 


Bur ſince there are hurtful and dangerous extremes 
into which even faithfulneſs, or however a pretence to 
it, ſometimes hurries men; let me recommend to you, 


3. Prudence. This is a virtue of very great import- 
ance to perſons of every character and condition of 
life, but ef] pgctally to miniſters who are placed in ſtations 
of ſo public a nature, as neceſſarily lead them into nu- 
merous connexions, and draw upon them the attention 
of all around them. Be wiſe as /ſerpents||, ſaid our Savi- 
our to his diſciples. Some men of upright minds and 
of good abilities too, have through imprudence render - 
ed their own lives very uncomfortable to them, hurt 
themſelves in the opinion of their people, greatly hin- 
dered if not wholly prevented their uſefulneſs, and in 


ſome 


: * Heb. iii. + Jer, XV, wo 1 Hep. 1 ill, 2» I Mat, XXV. 
14. 30. 1 Mat. x. 16. 
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ſome inſtances kindled flames in communities, that it 
hath not been in their power quickly to extinguiſh. 
Diſcretion therefore is not only ornamental and com- 
mendable, but important and neceffary. It is ſo in 
many inſtances which time will not allow me now par- 
ticularly to recite. Some however I muſt mention; 
and if theſe ſhould any of them be thought trifling in 
themſelves, I ſhall be forgiven, as upon reflexion it 
will perhaps be found, that matters of a trivial nature 


to appearance, are may times the principal objects of 
prudence. 


Lr it be your concern to ab/tain not from evil itſelf 
only, but from the appearance of it . He who will ad- 
mit of no diſtinction between what is lawful and what 
is expedient; and who, under a pretence of. not vio- 
lating any direct precept, allows himſelf in what cuſ- 
tom hath at all made indecent, is, to ſay the beſt of him 
(eſpecially if he be a miniſter) a very inconſiderate and 
fooliſh man. Though a gloomy moroſeneſs and ſeve- 


rity of manners is as unworthy a ſervant of Jesvs as 


another man; yet there is ſurely a dignity of conduct 
that ought always to diſtinguith his behaviour. Mingle 
decency therefore with all your pleaſantneſs, and let 
your amuſements be no affront to your underſtanding, 
any more than your religion. Be prudent in the ma- 
nagement of your temporal affairs; that you may if 

"_—_— 

as 1 Theſ. v. 23. 
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poſſible be charitable without being unjuſt, and make 
a decent and reſpe&ful appearance without incurring 
the charge of extravagance. While you preſerve a be- 
coming ſuperiority to the petulant and obſtinate hu- 
mours of ſome, think it not beneath you to accommo- 
date yourſelf to the weakneſſes of others. Your dreſs, 
your carriage, your very language, may have an effe& 
in ſome inſtances to win the regards of your people. 
The apoſtle, in matters that were indifferent, became 
all things to all, that he might ſave ſome * nor yet let 
your readineſs to oblige degenerate into ſervility. Viſit 
your people; but not too frequently. Converſe freely 
and chearfully with them; but let no ill-natured re- 
flexions on other men's characters make any part of 
the entertainment. Be ready to adviſe them on all mM 
caſions ; but enter as little as poſſible i into their private 
and temporal concerns. Labor to promote peace; but 
think not yourſelf always the fitteſt perſon to interpoſe 
in differences. Preſerve order in the houſe of Gop; 
but be not fond of bringing thither every trifling diſ- 
pute. Speak to men's conſciences from the pulpit in 
general; but tell them not thus publickly their private 
faults. Look well to the charaQers of thoſe admitted 
into your church: and mingle tenderneſs with all your 
faithfulneſs towards thoſe who fall under the dealings 
of it. In a word, never covet to be thought by your 
people nr 3 nor T0 give them cauſe to conſider 

IT -\ you 


id 1 Cor. ix. 22s 
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you as weak and imprudent.—Prudence thus guiding 
your ſteps, you will not only prevent many occaſions of 


uneaſineſs to yourſelf and others, but Tecure a kind of 
reſpect that will contribute greatly to your uſefulneſs, 


Nox yet will all the prudence, caution, and addreſs 


in the whole world, enable a man to excuſe or conceal 


ſlothfulneſs. I go on therefore to exhort you, 


4. To diligence. They greatly miſtake the matter, 
who look upon the miniſtry as an indolent kind of em- 
ployment. It may be ſo to thoſe, who think they have 
diſcharged all the duties of it, when they have filled up 
two or three hours of one day in the week, with ſome 
general talk upon ſubjects they have not ſtudied or ta- 
ken any pains about; and thrown away the other days 
in idle and fruitleſs viſits from houſe to houſe. But I 
am ſure, if it be duly and conſcientiouſly attended to, 
it will be found to be a very painful and laborious ſer- 
vice. It is a ſervice that requires the vigorous exertion 
of all the powers both of the mind and the body. The 
doctrines of natural and revealed religion are various, 


and ſome of them perhaps difficult to be apprehended : 


a miniſter therefore of underſtanding and integrity as 
he would be glad to get a clear and juſt view of them, 
for his own ſatis faction, and that he may be able to 
inſtruct others in them, ſo he muſt take pains: to that 
end. Chriſtian morality and caſuiſtry is a ſcience of no- 

| 8 | ſmall 
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fmall uſe to him, whoſe office it is to teach others their 
duty ; but being full of intricacies and knotty queſ- 
tions, it requires a great deal of attention and reading, 
to enable a man properly to ſolve them, And above 
all, as the grand object of preaching is the converting 
men from their fins, and the ſaving their ſouls ; ſo to 
deal properly with their underſtandings, conſciences, 
and paſſions, on theſe intereſting matters, makes ſtudy 
and preparation, in a dependance upon a ſuperior influ- 
ence, of very great importance, Now how can an in- 
dolent man expect to ſucceed in regard of either of theſe 
objects, or in the purſuit of any other branch of learn- 
ing? Study he muſt, if he be wiſe an knowing; for 
knowledge is not now to be had by inſpiration, And 
much ſtudy, the wiſeſt of mere men hath told us, is 4 
awearine/s of the fla s. Many a healthful conſtitution 
has been pull'd down by intenſe application this way. 
And then the various other ſervices to which a miniſler 
is called at home and abroad, in the houſe of Gop and 
in the world, in his own congregation and 1n thoſe 
with which he ſtands connected; ſervices regular and 
occaſional; and which I have not time now to enume- 
rate, all ſhew the neceſſity of diligence and activity. 
Hence they who ſuſtain this ſacred character, are de- 
ſcribed in ſcripture, as workmen, labourers, ſoldiers, 
and racers. | | 


Now 


* Eccleſ. xii. 12. 
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Now, my Brother, if you would be a workman that 
needeth not to be aſhamed, a ſervant that approves 


. himſelf to his maſter, be diligent. Negle& not the gift 


that is in ou. Wrap not up your talent in a napkin, 
but uſe it. Do not fly back from ſtudy, becauſe it is 
painful. Do not lay aſide reading, from a vain appre- 
henſion that you know enough. Do not negle& compo- 
fition, throngh a pretence of regard to the divine influ- 
ence. Our maſter ſays to us in regard of the duties of 
our office, as he does to private chriſtians in regard of 
the buſineſs of their ſalvation, avork out your miniſtry, 
evith fear and trembling ; for it is God who wworketh in you 
to will and to do after his good pleaſure +, Be ever either 
planning ſome ſcheme for the honor of CHRISπH and 
the good of men, or carrying it into execution: ever 
engaged in ſome uſeful ſervice either directly or indi- 
realy, privately or publicly. Be inſtaut in ſeaſon and 
out of ſeaſon, reprove, rebuke, exhort t. The apoſtle was 
with the Epheſians at all ſeaſons, and ceaſed not day or 
night to purſue the grand obje& of doing good. And 
would you be thus diligent ? Let me admoniſh you to 
watch carefully againſt all lets or hindrances to your 
duty, and againſt all temptations outward and inward. 


Entangle yourſelf as little as may be with the affairs of 
* this lifeh. Be temperate in the uſe of worldly things ||. 


And let the prudence I have been recommending aid 
your 


* x Tim. iv. 14. . Phil. i, 22, 13. 12 Tim. iv. 2. 
§2 Tim. ii. 4. I Tit. i. 8. ? t 
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your zeal, by enabling you ſo to lay your ſchemes; and 
ſo to diſpoſe your time, that you may do a great deal in 
a little time. 


Anp now to animate. you my Brother to diligence, 
what a prodigious variety of arguments might I collect: 
Indeed they are ſo numerous that I cannot even men- 
tion them all. Of a few however I muſt remind you, 
Think then of the importance of your work. There 
is none like it. It hath for its object what coſt the ſon 
of Gop his moſt precious blood, even the ſalvation of 
the immortal ſoul, Should not the thought enflame 

our breaſts with unceaſing ardor ?—Think of the ſtort- 
neſs of your time. The day with you, with us all, will 
ſoon be ſpent; and the night cometh when no man can 
work *, An argument this which hath its effect with 
ſatan to make him diligent ; and why not with us? 
He hath great wrath, becauſe be knoweth he hath but a ſhort 
time . Think of the aſſiſtance that is promiſed you. 
You are a worker together with God f. His grace is ſuſſi- 
cient for you d. And Ho he is with you akway l. O ant- 
mating conſideration !—In one word, amidſt all the toil 
you endure, think of the reſt and happineſs that ſhall 
quickly ſucceed to it. Dying in the Lord, whom you 


ſerve, you ſhall reſt from your labors, and your works ' 


ſhall follow you“. And now this leads me to recom- 
mend 


John ix. iv. f Rev. xii. 12. f 2 Cor. vi. i. & 2 Cor. 
X11, 9. || Mat, xxviii. ult. Rey, xiv. 13. 
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mend what is of no ſmall importance to excite us to 


- diligence ; that is 


5. Chearfu/ne/s. The ſervices of a ſlave may indeed 
turn to ſome account; but they will neither be per- 
formed ſo well, nor will they be ſo acceptable as thoſe 
of a free man, a ſervant of a pleaſant lively temper, 
and whoſe heart is in his maſter's work. - He who does 
any buſineſs through mere neceſſity, will feel double pain 
in doing it; will care not how it is done, ſo it be but 


done; and will give himſelf little trouble about the 


ſucceſs of it, provided he may eſcape the puniſhment of 


. abſolutely neglecting it. And of what worth, of what 
utility is ſuch a perſon's ſervice either to himſelf or 


others? On the contrary, he who does his duty, not 
grudgingly but of a willing mind, not out of con- 
ſtraint but love to his maſter; though his ſtrength be 
ſmall and his abilities ſlender, he will do it with much 
reater alertneſs, and with much happier ſucceſs, than 
a perſon of the contrary character, though endowed 
'with twice his abilities. It may be ſaid of ſuch an one 
as the apoſtle declares of a charitable man, he Lord 
lovethᷣ a chearful ſervant*. Be therefore, my brother, 


chearful in your work: both your comfort and ſucceſs, 
under Gop, depends much upon it. 


I xxow indeed that miniſters often meet with many 
things 


* 2 Cor. ix. To 


669 
things to damp their ſpirits and ſadden their hearts; 
trials, even the diſtant apprehenſion of which is enough 
to produce this effect in a degree. And were I diſpoſ- 
ed to draw a gloom over your mind on this chearful 
occaſion, I might tell you of the difficulty and painful- 
neſs of the work itſelf in every branch of it; of the 
great variety of frames both of body and mind to which 
miniſters are liable as well as other men; of the hid- 
ings of Gop's face which they ſometimes endure ; of 
the oppoſition they meet with from the declared ene- 
mies of religion, and even at times from their very 
friends; and, what is particularly to be lamented, of 
the grievous difappointment that often-attends their la- 
bors. If it were fit, I ſay, to caſt a gloom on your 
mind, I might call upall theſe ſad ſcenes to your view. 
But ſtill you have cauſe to be chearful, and it is upon 
the whole your duty to be ſo, however under ſome par- 
ticular circumſtances it may be nearly impoſlible. 


Arrow me then juſt to mention in this place a few 
among many other powerful means to excite and pro- 
mote chearfulneſs in your work. Labour to come at 
a full ſatisfaQion in your own breaſt, that you do in- 
genuouſly and affectionately love your maſter. This 
will have an amazing effect to make you ſuperior to 
difficulties. Eye the hand of Gov in calling you into 
his ſervice, and fixing you in the particular ſituation 
you are. This will give you courage, and reconcile | 
be: you 


— . 
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you to ſome unpleaſing circumſtances you may meet 
with.— Look now and then upon this and the other ſeal 
of your miniſtry. The ſight will chear your ſpirit and 
gladden your heart. —Think frequently with yourſelf 
who it is you ſerve, not an Arbitrary tyrannical ſevere 
maſter, but a maſter infinitely kind compaſſionate and 
good. A maſter who knows your frame and remem- 
bers you are duſt; is ſenſible of your weakneſſes and 
infirmities, and makes all tender allowances for them 
and who as he pities you, is ever ready alſo to ſupport 
aid and ſtrengthen you. This conſideration, that the 


grace of Gop was ſufficient for him, made the apoſtle 


glory in infirmities*. I will add to this the thinking of- 
ten of the wages your maſter has promiſed you; ſuch 
wages as all the monarchs on earth cannot give their 
ſervants; wages on which you may ſubſiſt comfortably 


now, and on which you ſhall live happy and glorious 


to all eternity. With what chearfulneſs will it inſpire 
your heart to realize the day, when the bleſſed I xs us 
whom you ſerve ſhall congratulate you, on your hav- 
ing by the grace of Gop acquitted yourſelf faithfully 
in his ſervice ; and ſhall ſay to you in the preſence of 
angels and men, and of this flock over whom you are 


| mow made an overſeer, Vell done good TOTES 


want, enter thou MP of thy Lord "+ 


| Bor it is very . miniſters may, amidſt ſach 


pleafing 


. "© z. Cor, xii. 9. + Mat, xxv. 21. 
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pleaſing reflections and ſuch joyful proſpects, grow 
vain; permit me now then to exhort you, my Brother, 
to what is particularly mentioned in the words firſt 
read, and that 1s, 


6. To ſerve the Loxp vt all humility of mind. By 
humility I mean not an affected ignorance of any ad- 
vantages you may enjoy above others, or a voluntary 
mortification of habit, language or manners: but ſuch 
a ſobriety of temper as ſtands oppoſed to haughtineſs 
and pride, conceit and ſelf-ſufficiency ; a humility that 
is accompanied with candor and charity, with meek- 
neſs and condeſcenſion, - Think ſoberly of yourſelf as you 
ought to think.* Be ſenſible of your imperfe&tion and 
liableneſs to err. Take heed þow you entertain the 
moſt diſtant idea of merit in your ſervices: be rather 
abaſed in the ſight of your maſter, and ſenſible that you 

are after all an unprofitable ſervant, Depart from me, O 
Lord, ſaid Peter, for I am a frnful man. t Beware how 
you rely on your own ſtrength; on the contrary, hum- 
bly expect all that aſſiſtance you need in your work, 
from the ſpirit and grace of Gov. Exalt not yourſelf 
above your fellow ſervants; or if you are at any time 
tempted to this, think of thoſe amiable qualities in 
them wherein they excell you. Unto me, who am Wh 
than the leaft of all ſaints, ſays the apoſtle, i: this grace 
given, that I ſhould preach the unſearchable riches of Chri . 4 

. . Rom, xii. 3. + Luke v. 8. { Eph, iii, 4. 
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Nor yet carry it haughtily towards any committed to 
your care; no not to the weakeſt, or on ſome accounts 
the moſt contemptible, of your flock. The contrary 
temper, in theſe inſtances and many others that reaſon 
and religion dictate, will greatly adorn your character, 
fecure you the efteem of thoſe to whom you miniſter, 
and gain your inſtructions an eaſy admiſſion to their 
hearts. An arrogant ſelf-conceited miniſter, by his 
ill-treatment of others, not only ſhuts himſelf out from 


_ thoſe opportunities of improvement to which humility 


would introduce him; but is ſure to be held in ſove- 
reign contempt of moſt diſcerning perſons whom he 
would ſeem to teach, and to whom he is hereby ren- 


dered totally incapable of doing good. 


Trey; who acquit themſelves at all properly in this 


. facred profeſſion, have I am ſenſible their temptations 


to vanity. The nature of their office, though it chal- 
lenges not that ſort of homage which is the uſual per- 
quiſite of wealth and power, is nevertheleſs truly re- 
ſpectful and honorable. It is ſo by the appointment of 


Heaven, however on the one hand, men of profane 


minds may deſpiſe it, and the ſuperſtitious on the other 
may unduly revere it. Their abilities likewiſe, if 


theſe at all exceed what is common, are mighty apt to 


enſnare them into a ſecret kind of ſelf-complacency. 


And if they are ſo happy as to be ſucceſsful, and of con- 


ſequence to be beloved and careſſed by thoſe to whom 


6 


: they are inſtruments of good ; there are a thouſand cir- 
cumſtances which frequently ariſe to ſooth their va- 


nity. 


Dr therefore, my Brother, on your guard againſt 
theſe temptations. Remember that though your office 
is honorable, yet you are a ſervant: and it is highly 
incongruous for a ſervant to be otherwiſe than humble. 
Reflect with yourſelf, that be your talents what they 
may, they are no other than you have received. Tis 
by the grace of God you are what you are“. And keep 
it ever in mind, that the ſucceſs of your labors de- 
pends infinitely more on the divine influence and bleſſ- 
ing, than on your utmoſt pains and induſtry. To 
which I would add this conſideration, that in order to 
preſerve a ballance in thoſe otherwiſe ſincere and faith- 
ful miniſters who are yet prone to vanity, Gop 1s of- 
ten pleaſed, and in great mercy too, to exerciſe them 
with various and peculiar trials. As you would there- 
fore tender your own comfort, honor and uſefulneſs, 
be ſolicitous to ſerve your maſter with all humility 
of mind. This was a temper that eminently prevailed 
in the great apoſtle, whoſe example we have before us: 
and he learned it of the bleſſed Jzsus himſelf, who 
was meek and lowly in heartt. Let the ſame mind then be 
in you, which was alſo in Chriſt ; who being in the form of 
God thought it not robbery to be equal with God; but made 

| hinyelf 
* x Cor. xv. 10. Þf Mat. xi. 29. 
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himſelf of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a 
ſervant, and was made in the likeneſs of men: and being 
found in faſhion as a man, he humbled himſelf, and became 
obedient to death, even the death of the croſs*. And now 
I ſhall only add one exhortation more, and that is, 


7- And laſtly, To patience and perſeverance. Of every 
faithful miniſter of CHRIS it may be ſaid, as the apoſ- 


tle affirms of himſelf, that he ſerves his maſter with ma- 
ny tears and temptations. Tears he finds cauſe to ſhed, 
not on account of outward inconveniencies and miſe- 
ries only, to which he ſtands expoſed in common with 
the reſt of mankind ; and which under particular cir- 
| cumfances of reproach and perſecution may be his lot 
in a greater degree than others: but upon conſidera- 
tions of a more important nature. It muſt be peculiar- 
ly diſtrefling to him, to have a body of fin and death to 
ſtruggle with, the power and malice of ſatan to oppoſe, 
and the withdrawment of the divine preſence to de- 
plore. The nature of the work in which he is engaged 
renders theſe exerciſes, in that almoſt infinite variety of 
them which I cannot now ſtay to deſcribe, exceedingly 
afflictive indeed. Who ſo much to be pitied as the man, 
who while he is laboring to animate others to the 
combat, is himſelf nearly borne down, at leaſt in his 
own apprehenſion, with the violent aſſaults of the ene- 


my ? Wha while he is attempting to adminiſter conſo- 
lation 


Phil. ii. 5. 8. 


68 
lation to others in ſpiritual affliction, is perhaps him- 
ſelf clad in ſackcloth and bathed in tears? Vet, my 
Brother, though thus faint, you muſt purſue; though 
thus almoſt ſpent and exhauſted, it behoves you to be 
couragious. Should you yield, what will be the conſe- 
quence ? Conſider it well. How will the captain un- 
der whoſe banner you fight be diſhonored !—the hearts 

1 of thoſe you lead on to the battle be diſpirited l and 
the powers of darkneſs triumph! Remember that theſe 
are trials, which other faithful miniſters that have gone 

before you, have endured as well as you; that infinite 
wiſdom may have ends the moſt intereſting and im- 

portant to anſwer thereby ; that the Saviour is touched 

on with the feeling of your infirmities f; and that as he pities 
you and prays for you,. ſo through his grace you ſhall 

be more than a conqueror over all the powers of ſin 

and death. But theſe are trials, which however painful 

and diſtreſſing, inſtead of inducing, miniſters to deſert 

their work, do often prove the means of animating 

them therein. | 


THERE are other diſcouragements I muſt not forget 
to apprize you of; I mean ſuch as will ariſe from the 
treatment your miniſtry may poſſibly meet with from 
ſome at leaſt who may attend upon it. You have in- 
deed a fair and pleaſing proſpe& of comfort as well as 
uſefulneſs before you. Give me leave to congratulate 

| you 
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you upon it. A proſpect ariſing both from the unani- 
mity and affection with which this numerous church 
hath called you, and the ſucceſs that hath already 
crowned your labors. From difficulties however of 
this kind, in a greater or leſs degree, and which are 


common to all the faithful ($yants of Cuz1sr, you 


muſt not expect to be intirely exempted. Nor yet ſhall 
I enlarge here on the paſſions and prejudices, the hu- 
mors and tempers of even {ome good men themſelves, 
which may ſometimes make*your bed uneaſy to you. 
But rather would I tell you before hand of the pain you 
will on ſome occaſions feel, for the unſucceſsfulneſs of 
your miniſtry, and for the ſad diſappointment your 
fond hopes will meet with, from thoſe who have per- 
haps bid the faireſt to ſhine in their profeſſion. -But 
though you are obliged to complain, ſaying, who hath 
believed my report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord re- 
wealed* ? remember ſuch was the lamentation of a 
prophet in early times. And though you have thoſe to 
reprove, who ſo wwalk as that they are enemies of the croſs 
of Chriſt ; yet refle& with yourſelf, that on the like ac- 
count the- great apoſtle evep7 before you +. Be your 


diſcouragements in a word what they may, coldneſs 


and neglect, ingratitude and want of tenderneſs, the 


apoſtacy of ſome, and the cruel abuſe and perſecution 


of others; let however none of theſe things move you, 
neither count your life dear 10 you, ſo you may finiſh your 
3 cour/e 
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courſe with joy. Conſider the apoſtle and high prieft of 
your profeſſion, leſt you be weary and faint in your mind *. 
Commit your cauſe to him ; rely on his grace ; and 
encourage yourſelf with the happy proſpect of the day 
that is approaching, when the chief ſpepherd ſhall appear, 
and you ſhall receive à crown of glory that fadeth not 
away. 


Tn us, my dear Brother, have I laid before you the 
duties, which as a ſervant you owe to the Lord Jesvus 
CHr1sT your maſter. And now as theſe exhortations 
are founded on the example of the great apoſtle, you 
will allow me, having expreſſed my moſt ardent wiſhes 
for your real honor, comfort and ſucceſs, with his 
words to cloſe this plain addreſs. I give thee charge, 
ſays he to Timothy, t in the fight of God, who quickeneth 
all things, and before Chriſt Jeſus, who before Pontius Pi- 
late cwitnefſed the good confeſſion : that thou keep this com- 
mandment without ſpot, unrebukeable, until the appearing of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt, which in his times he ſhall ſbeau, 
who is the bleſſed and only potentate, the King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords ; who only hath immortality, dwelling in the 
light which no man can approach unto, whom no man hath 
feen, nor can ſee © to whom be honor and power everlaſting. 
Amen. 


The 
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S the part aſſigned me in the ſolemn ſervice of 

this day, is to addreſs you, my friends, who 
are the members of this chriſtian church; I ſhall 
ground what I have to offer to your conſideration, on 
that part of the apoſtle Paul's addreſs to the church at 
Corinth, which you will find recorded in 


I Cor. xvi. 14. LET ALL YOUR THINGS BE DONE 
WITH CHARITY. > & Ml 


Tas apoſtle having recommended Timothy to the 
affectionate regards of the church at Corinth, and in- 
formed them of the intention of Apollos to viſit them, 
when he ſhould have a convenient time; in the verſe 
before our text he addreſſes them in the following ſpi- 
rited manner: Watch ye, fland faſt in the faith, guit 
you like men, be ſtrong. As if he had ſaid, call to mind 

where 


4 
where you are, conſider the nature and number of your 
adverſaries, and be ever upon your guard againſt them; 
let your profeſs'd attachment to the faith of CuxIS 
be firm and invariable; and quit yourſelves as becomes 
men of judgment and underſtanding. Be not like 
children toſſed to and fro with every wind of doctrine 
and cunning craftineſs of thoſe who lie in wait to de- 
ceive; but be ſtrong in the Lord and in the power of 
his might. And he then adds in the words of our text, 
Let ALL your things be done with charity. That is, and 
let all that you do in every capacity, all yowdo in the 
world and in the church, in the family and in the clo- 
ſet, be done in the exerciſe of the moſt unfeigned love. 


Am 


Let this celeſtial grace diffuſe its benign influence thro* - 


the whole of your conduct. In further diſcourſing 
upon theſe words, in conformity to the nature and defign 
of the ſervice before me, I hall endeavor to ſhew 


29 What things ſhould be done by thoſe who arc 
in a Church ſtate. 


I. aur out the manner in which they ſhould be 


III. Avvaxcz ſome arguments ire th ra 
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I. I aut to ſhew what things ſhould be done by 
thoſe who are in a church ſtate. 


By being in a church ſtate I mean being of or be 
longing to a company of profeſt ſaints aſſembled toge- 
ther, who have by mutual conſent given themſelves to 
the Lokp and to one another according to the will of 
Gov, and ſolemnly engaged to walk together in all 
the commandments and ordinances of the Lo x D, to his 
glory and the edification of one another.— And that 
there are things, many things to be done by thoſe who 
are thus mutually joined together, is very evident 
from the nature of the ſociety, the laws by which it is. - 
governed, and the ends to be anſwered thereby. 


Now the things which are to be done in a church 
ſtate, may be conſidered as they relate to paſtors and 
miniſters in the church: and as they reſpect the duty 
of private members one to another. 


Givs me leave then, iſt, To ſet before you of this 
-ſociety ſome of thoſe things which ſhould be done by 


you, in relation to your paſtor and miniſter : And 
then, | 


| 1 

2dly, To mention to you ſome other things which 
immediately reſpe& yourſelves as private members of 
his church. 


As 


678) 


As paſtors and miniſters are placed in the church by 
the ordination of Gop, for the government and edifi- 
cation of the community; ſo there are undoubtedly 
many things to be done by thoſe who are in a private 
capacity in the church, in relation to their miniſters 
in particular; and in the practice of which it is their 
indiſpenſable duty to be found.——It is their duty 
particularly, 


1. To know them. This is what our apoſtle ear- 
neſtly intreated of the church at Theſſalonica. And 
ve beſeech you brethren to know them which labor among 
you, and are ober yon in the Lord, and admoniſh you." 
By which more is intended than barely a know- 
ledge of their perſons, or a regard for them as 
chriſtians ; for that knowledge of them which is here 
recommended by the apoſtle, has evidently a reſpect 
to their office, and includes an acknowledgment of 
them in their miniſterial capacity, as the ſervants 
of Cnr1sT, and as aRing by authority from him. 
And this knowledge may alſo include a freedom and 
intimacy in converſing with them concerning the 
ſtate of your ſouls, the frames in which you are, the 
comforts you enjoy, and the temptations you meet 
with. The reaſons why you ſhould cheriſh ſuch a 
knowledge 2s this' of your miniſters are evident: for 

without 

® Theſ. v. 12. 0 
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without it their miniſtrations will certainly be treated 
with inattention and careleſſneſs by you; nor can they 
ſo well know how to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon, or lay 
before you thoſe things which are calculated to pro- 
mote your knowledge, eſtabliſhment, comfort and joy. 
But I go on to recommend to you, 


2. ConsTanT and fervent prayer to Gop for your 
miniſters. I take it for granted that all who are fit for, 
and enjoy the priviledges of church-fellowſhip, make 
conſcience of prayer; and indeed, in my opinion, he 
who lives in the habitual neglect of this duty, has no 
juſt claim to the name of a chriſtian. And all who at- 
tend to it from a proper ſenſe of Gop's authority, and 
their own neceſſity, will ſurely remember thoſe who 
preach the word to them, whenever they bow before 
the throne, in the cloſet, in the family, or in the church. 
Paul, who well knew. the neceſſity and uſefulneſs of 
prayer, gives in his epiſtles to the churches, repeated 
exhortations to the exerciſe of it. To the church at 
Theſſalonica he ſays, bre/bren pray for u“. And to the 
Coloſſians he writes, continue in prayer,—praying alſo for 
us, that God would open unto us à door of utterance to ſpeak 
the myſtery of Cbriſtt. By ſteadily attending to this duty, 
you give a proof of your love to your miniſters; and 
you teach your children, your ſervants and others the 
regard you have, and which they likewiſe ought to 

have, 


* Theſs. V. 15 t Col. iv. 2, 3 
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have, for the miniſters of CurrsT ; while * hear 
you thus pouring out your ſouls to Gov in their behalf. 
Nor can thoſe who live in the negle& of this duty, pre- 
tend, with any degree of propriety, to love thoſe who 
are over them in the Lox p; ſince they ſeem evidently 
to be unconcerned, both for the proſperity of the 
church, and the good of their own ſouls. And did the 
members of goſpel churches but properly conſider the 
nature, the importance, and the difficulties of the mi- 
niſterial employment; did they but conſider the oppo- 
ſition that thoſe meet with who are engaged in this ſa- 
cred work, both from within and without, they would 
ſoon be convinced of the reaſonableneſs and neceſſity, 
of conſtant: and fervent a rene to Gop on their ac- 
count. | 


3. Ir is your Ay to cheriſh in your own breaſts, 
and endeavor to promote in others, a good opinion of 
your miniſters. This is very particularly taken notice 
of by our apoſtle, and inculcated in ſeveral of his epif- 
tles. Speaking to the Theffalonians concerning thoſe © | 
who were over them in the Lox p, he beſeeches them . 4 
to eſteem them very highly in lowe for their 4vorks ſake.* And 
to Timothy he writes, Let the elders that rule well be 
counted worthy of DOUBLE honor, eſpecially they who la- 
Bor in the word and doctrine +, That paſtors and teach- | 
ers in the chriſtian church are to be looked upon as the 


al Theſs. v. 13. F 1 Tim. v. 17. 
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gift of CarrsT, and the effects of his ſpecial love, can- 
not be denied. For we read expreſsly, Eph. iv. 11, 
12, that CunrsT gave Jome apoſtles, and Jome Prophets, 
and ſome evangeliſts, and fome paſtors and teachers, for the 
perfecting of the ſaints, for the work of the miniſtry, for the 
 edifying of the body of Cbriſt. And did but members of 
churches ſeriouſly conſider then who it is that has given 
them their miniſters, and for what ends they are given, 
they muſt ſurely be convinced of the reaſonablenefs of 
having a good opinion of them, and eſteeming them 
very highly in love too, for their maſter's ſake, and 
for the ſake of the work in which they are employed. 
And beſides, their own advantage Rands moſt intimate- 
ly connected with it ; for if they think but meanly of 
their perſons and ſervices, it is not to be ſuppoſed that 
they will be careful to attend upon their nene, 
or be concerned to have their ſouls edificd and i impro- 
ved by them. And 1 add, 


4. Tuar members of the church of Cn 4187 ſuould 
never forget that ſubmiſſion in the Lox p to thoſe whom 
he hath ſet over them is their indiſpenſable duty. This 
indeed is very evident from what we read in the eplf. 
tle to the Hebrews. Remember them which have the rule 
over 'you * ; and obey them that have the rule over you, and 
Submit yourſekves : for they watch for your ſouls as they that 
muſt give account, It ought indeed to be ſuppoſed that 

* Heb, xiii, 5, 16, PRs 
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they rule agreeably to the laws of Car1sT ; for if they 
do not, ſubmiſſion is ſo far from being a duty, that it is 
criminal. But when a paſtor, in the faithful diſcharge 
of his office, acts in conformity to the rule which 
CaRisT has laid down in the New Teſtament, he is to 
be ſubmitted to; the counſels he gives are to be fol- 
lowed 5 his exhortations are to he ſuffered; and his 
reproofs are to be received with reſpect and eſteem. 
For as he acts herein by authority from CurisT his 
great maſter, to refuſe ſubmiſſion to him, 1s no leſs 
than an act of rebellion againſt CHRIST himſelf. And 
accordingly we find ſo great was this evil in the judg- 
ment of our apoſtle that he has branded thoſe who 
are guilty of it with a mark of infamy. F any man, 
ſays he, obey not our word, note that man, and have no 
company with him, that he may be aſhamed*. And beſides, 
their office in the church, and the authority which they 
have a right to exerciſe in it, are the fruit of divine 
wiſdom and love, and ſhould be regarded therefore 
with a view to the ſpiritual profit of the community; ſo 
that ſubmiſſion to your ſpiritual rulers, while they con- 
tinue to act agreeably to the nature and deſign of that 
authority with which* Car1sT and the church have in- 
veſted them, is both the duty and intereſt of thoſe ove, 


whom they are ſet as watchmen. And I would farther 
obſerve, 


5. Ir 
* 2 Theſs. iii. 14. 


69 

F. Ir is your duty to do all you can to ſtrengthen 
and encourage your miniſters. If you fail here, you 
fall very ſhort of that duty which is moſt certainly in- 
cumbent on you. Goſpel miniſters muſt expect to meet 
with trials; and the more faithful they are to God and 
the ſouls committed to their care, the greater will be 
the oppoſition made to them by ſatan, by men of cor- 
rupt minds, and by thoſe who have a form of godlineſs 
without the power of it. Trials they often have ariſing 
from the unſucceſsfulneſs of their labors as to many 
who hear them ; and from the diſappointment of their 
hope in others, who at one time bid fair to be their 
joy and crown of rejoicing in the day of CHRIST. And 
they have trials alſo very often from thoſe, who not- 
withſtanding they may be good men, yet through the 
peculiarity of their tempers, and the remains of corrup- 
tion, are ſometimes the occaſion of much ſorrow and 
grief to a faithful miniſter. Theſe things conſidered 
then, is it not moſt clearly evident, that it is your indiſ. 
penſable duty to ſtand by and be ready to aſſiſt and en- 
courage your miniſters, under the various trials and ſor- 
rows to which they ſtand expoſed, and frequently meet 
with, in the faithful diſcharge of their office in the 
church of Gop ?—You ſhould, I would obſerve parti- 
cularly, make a point of conſtantly attending the pub- 
lic labors of your miniſters, whilſt they continue faithful 
in the church and are capable of ſerving it. If it is their 
duty to labor amongſt you, it muſt be your duty to at- 
tend 
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tend their labors. And a contrary behaviour, as it can- 
not but be the grief of a miniſter, and muſt weaken his 
hands in the work of his Lox p; fo tis the way to bring 
his weeping eyes with ſorrow to the grave. Indeed it 
is an evil of ſuch a nature that it cannot I think but 
be avoided: by all who have any proper regard for the 
honor of God, the peace of the church, the comfort of 
their miniſters, and the good of their own ſouls. And 
ſhould any of you, my friends, be guilty of ſuch a con- 
duct as I am now ſpeaking of, will it not be an open 
violation of your ſolemn engagements this day, anda 
direct contradiction of the choice you have publicly 
teſtified by holding up your hands? And remember, 


6. Tos who are in church fellowſhip ſhould fol-, 
low the example, and endeavour to ſupport the reputa- 
tion of thoſe who are over them in the Log d. If it is 
the duty of paſtors to be examples to the flock, and it 
is evident that they ſhould be ſo, for our apoſtle ſays to 


Timothy, be thou an example to the believers in word, in 


con ver ſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity *; 
then ſurely it is the duty of thoſe who have made choice 
of them for their overſeers to follow their example. Ac- 
cordingly we find this expreſsly recommended by our 
apoſtle to the church at Corinth; Be pe followers of me, 
even as I alſoam of Chriſt +. And he takes notice more- 
over of the very ſame thing in his epiſtle to the church 

at 
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at Philippi; brethren be followers together of me, and mari 

them which walk fo, as ye have us for an example. 

Hence then it is plain that one end for which paſtors 
and miniſters are given to the church, is that they may 
be an example to it. And unleſs this is attended to, 
one end of their being placed in and over the church 
is loſt. Remember then what you hear from, and ſee 
in your miniſters that is agreeable to the word of Gop, 
you are- called upon to tranſcribe into your own tem- | 
per and conduct: and you have a promiſe for your en- 
couragement in ſo doing, that the God of peace fall be 
with yout., Their reputation moreover and character 
are likewiſe to be ſupported by you againſt the unjuſt 
charges of evil men; and no accuſations are to be re- 
ceived againſt them, unleſs prov'd by the cleareſt evi- 
dence. Againſt anelder, it is ſaid, receive not an accuſa 
tion, but before two or three witneſſes I. And as no coun» 
tenance ſhould be given to any evil and unſupported 
reports concerning them from others ; ſo much leſs 
ſhould ſuch reports be raiſed, and ſpread by thoſe over 
whom they are placed in the church. Nay, ſo far from 
this, that it ſhould be the conſtant concern of the church 
to which they miniſter, to let all around them ſee, that 
if evil and wicked men have the fool-hardineſs to ſtrike 
at the cauſe of Gov through the ſides of his miniſters, 


they have the divine courage to appear in the defence 
of both. Once more, 


7. You 
Phil. ili, 379, + Phil. iv. 9. Þ Tim. v. 19. 
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7. You will not forget that a ſufficient and comforta- 
ble maintenance is what your miniſters have an un- 
doubted right to, for themſelves and their families; and 
it is the duty of thoſe over whom they are placed, if 
circumſtances will admit, to make a ſuitable proviſion 
for it. You to whom I now ſpeak are better acquaint- 
ed with the word of Gop than to be ignorant of this I 
am well ſatisfied; yet nevertheleſs you will permit me 
to put you in remembrance of what you have read on 
this ſubject. Let him that is taught in the word, ſays the 
apoſtle Paul, communicate unto him that teacheth in all good 
things. Thou ſhalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that tread- 
eth out the corn. Do ye not know that they who miniſter 
about holy things live of the things of the temple ; and they 
<vho wait at the altar are partakers with the altar. EVEN 
SO hath the Lord ordained, that they who preach the goſpel 
ſhould live of the goſpel f. Theſe words need no com- 
ment, he that runs may read ; and they plainly ſhew us 
that miniſters are not to receive a maintenance. from 
thoſe to whom they preach, as an act of charity, but as 
what they have an undoubted right to. For as they are 
called by God and the church to labor for you, to 
ſpend and be ſpent for you, they certainly muſt have an 
indiſputable right to a comfortable ſupport from you. 


Haix thus laid before you ſome of thoſe things 
which are to be done by you for your miniſters; I go 
en to. mention, | | 


| 2. SOME 
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2. Some other things which are incumbent upon 


you, with reſpe& to one another as fellow members of 


the ſame church. IT is to be ſuppoſed that thoſe who 
are members of the ſame church are acquainted with 


each other, that they freely converſe together, and 


love one another as our-LoxD has commanded, ſaying, 
T his is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have 
loved you*. By this ſhall all men know that ye are my dif- 
ciples, if ye bave love one to another f. And unleſs this be 
in ſome good meaſure the caſe, the following things 
will not I am ſure be done by you; which yet it is evi- 
dently your duty to do. As, 


1. To bear one anothers burdens ; which is what the 
diſciples of CHRIS are particularly called to in the 
preſent ſtate. As it is written, Bear ye one anothers bur- 
dens, and fo fulfil the Iaw of Chrift t. Let it then be re- 
membred, that thoſe who are in church-fellowſhip 


ſhould be ready to aſſiſt each other in bearing thoſe 


burdens which ariſe from the temptations of ſatan, ſor- 


row for fin, diſorders of body, and diftrefs in outward 
circumſtances. And this is to be done by every ſuita- 


ble expreſſion of kindneſs and love, and in adminiſtring 
to their neceſſities both temporal and ſpiritual, as you 
may have ability and opportunity. 


2. Yov 


* John XV. 12. + xiii. 35. 1 Gal. vi. 2. 
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2. You are likewiſe to pray with and for one ano- 
ther. To this you are expreſsly exhorted by an in- 
ſpired writer, who ſays, Pray for one another.“ And 
ſocial prayer indeed is the duty, and appears to have 
been the practice of the goſpel churches, in the earlieſt 
-age and pureſt times of the chriſtian religion. And 
that man who is not convinced of the neceſſity and ad- 
vantages of this duty, muſt have I think but little of 
the power of religion in his own ſoul, and be greatly 
defective in love to his brethren. 


3. In ſhort, thoſe who are in church fellowſhip are 
required to follow after the things which make for peace, 
and things wherewith one may edify another.+' They 
ſhould be {tudiouſly careful to follow every thing which 
tends to promote the peace of their own ſouls, the 
peace of the church, and the peace of thoſe who mi- 
niſter to them; and they ſhould follow every thing that 
-tends to their mutual edification in knowledge, in faith, 
in love, in purity and uſefulneſs. And he who refuſes 
to comply with theſe injunctions, or continues to live 
in the negle& of theſe things, can have no right, ac- 
"cording to the laws of CRRIS , to the privileges of 
the houſe of Gov. 


As I have now laid before you, my friends, ſome of 
thoſe things which you ought to do, both with reſpe& 
88 to 

® James v. 16. + Rom. xiv, 19. 


to your miniſters, and one another, I ſhall endeavor, 
as propoſed, 


II. To point out the manner in which they ſhould 
be done. Our text informs us they are to be done 
with charity, by which we are to underſtand love. 
And to do them with charity, is I apprehend, to do 
them, | 4 


1. From a principle of love; which ſhould un- 
doubtedly be the ſpring of action in all that you do 
towards your miniſters, towards one another in the 
church, and towards all with whom you have to do in 
the world. And this divine principle implanted in the 
ſoul by the ſpirit of Gov, will itſelf lead you not only 
to defire, and wiſh, and pray for the good of each 
other; but it will alſo lead you by every act of kind- 
neſs, as far as may be in your power, to endeavor to 
promote it. This love is not in word and in tongue 
only, but in deed and in truth.* And 


2. To do thoſe things which have been recommended 
to you in charity, is to do them in a kind and affe#:- 
onate manner; not under the influence of a ſour, peev- 
iſh and provoking temper; but in the moſt ſweet, the 
moſt peaceable, and obliging way. You will there- 
fore ſtudy, not to exaſperate the corruptions, but to en- 

_M „ 
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gage the affections of one another in all that you do. 
And as you tender the glory of Gop, the comfort of 
your miniſters, and your own peace proſperity and 
reputation as a church ; guard againſt a ſelfiſh and un- 
kind ſpirit: let it not be gratified but mortified. And 
let a kind, an affectionate temper and diſpoſition, dif- 
fuſe it's amiable and happy influence thro' all your 
conduct, in the church, the family, and the world. 
Again, h 


3. To do all your things with charity is to do them 
with kind and charitable 4%gus; having the glory of 
God and the good of others in view: according to 
which we are all commanded, in whatſoever we do, to 

doit all to the glory of God.* And to confider one another 
to provoke unto love and to good works, And this cha- 
rity, moreover, ts kind, fſeeketh not her own, is not eaſce 
ly provoked, and thinketh no evil.t But I ſhall now pro- 
ceed, 


III. To advance ſome arguments to inforce the 
practice of thoſe things which have been laid be- 
fore you. And here permit me to preſs them on 
you, from 


1. Taz confideration, that they are enjoined upon 
and required of you by him whoſe right to preſcribe 
and 


® x Cor, x. 31. Þ+ Heb, x. 24. 11 Cor, xiii. 4. 5+ 


r 

and command is indiſputable, and whoſe authority you 
have ſolemnly acknowledged in your chriſtian profeſ- 
ſion. Let this conſideration then have its full influ- 
ence upon you, that the things which have been now 
laid before you, are required of you by him who has a 
right to command, and who is infinite in wiſdom, in 
goodneſs and love. They are the preſcriptions of hi 

whom you profeſs to love above all others, whoſe 2. 
vice is your nobleſt employ, whoſe preſence and bleſ- 
ſing are your higheſt honor, and greateſt felicity. 


3. Wir nov this charity all that you do in reli- 
gion is nothing. This argument is ſet before us in the 
ſtrongeſt light by our apoſtle, who aſſures us that we 
may ſpeak with tongues, may have the gift of prophe- 
cy and underſtand all myſteries, may have faith to re- 
move mountains, may give all our goods to feed the 
poor, and our bodies to devouring flames ;—and YET, 
if we have no charity, are but as a ſounding braſs or a 
tinkling cymbal.* And if all that you do towards all men 
ſhould be done with charity ; ſurely then all that you 
do towards thoſe who are fellow members with you in 
the church, ought in an eſpecial manner to flow from 
this divine principle, LOVE; without which, how- 
ever ſplendid may be our profeſſion, we are ſtrangers 
to the grace of Gop. 


J» Con- 


21 C. xiii. 
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3. ConrForRmiTY to Gop, and communion with 
him, conſiſts much in the principle and exerciſe of this 
temper and diſpoſition which I have heen ſetting be- 
fore you. For we are told, He that loweth not, knoweth 
not God.* God is love; and he that dwelleth in love, 
dævelleth in God, and God in bim. And we are ex- 
horted to put on the new man, which after Ged is created 
in righteouſneſs and true holineſs}. Righteouſneſs and true 
holineſs is the image of Gop; and all our pretenſions 
to this without charity, is little better than deteſtable 
hypocriſy. And accordingly we read that as God 7s 
light, and in him is no darkneſs at all, d ſo likewiſe that 
he who /aith be is in the light, and hateth his brother, is 
in darkneſs until now.\| And we know, ſays the ſame 
apoſtle, that aue have paſſed from death to life, becauſe 
we love the brethren ; he that Ioveth not his brother abideth 
in death*. So that you ſee this heavenly diſpoſition is 
in all thoſe who are born from above; and the diſco- 
very of this temper is a neceſſary evidence of our being 
partaters of the divine nature. | 


4+ Taz comfort and joy of your miniſters depend 
alſo very much on your doing all your things with cha- 
rity. Your connexion in the church has been entered 
into with a profeſſion of unfeigned love to one another; 
the choice of your miniſters has been made, and de- 


clared, 


John iv. 8. I ver, 16, I Eph, iv. 24. § 1 John 
1. 35. ii. 9. „ii. 14. 


1 
clared, as the effect of your affectionate regard for 
them; and you have profeſſed your readineſs to do all 
you can to promote their comfort and joy. But unleſs 
you attend to the advice in the text, to do all your things 
with charity, you can never effect what you profeſſedly 
deſire; for there is nothing more evident than that an 
affettionate and holy people are the comfort and joy of 
their paſtors: and to ſee a contrary ſpirit prevail will 
certainly fill them with much ſorrow; becauſe ſuch a 
ſpirit is diſhonorable to Gon, an obſtruction of their 


uſefulneſs, and injurious to all who are under it's bale- 
ful influence, 


5. Prack and proſperity amongſt you as a church 
likewiſe, ſtand inſeperably connected with all your 
things being done with charity. Love will maintain 
and promote peace ; loye will ſeek the proſperity of 
the community in every lawful way, and will with, - 
the greateſt care, avoid every thing that might 
break in upon it's peace, pr interrupt its proſperity. 
And in the exerciſe of this charity, you have 
moreover reaſon to hope for the preſence and bleſſing 
of the Gon of love and peace; on which depend the 
growth of grace in your ſouls, and the increaſe of the 
intereſt of CHRIS among you. Be perfect, then, be of 
gaod comfort, be of one mind, live in peace ; and the God of 
love and peace ſhall be with you, 


6. Your 


( 94 ) 
6. Your reputation morcover and honor as a church, 
depend on your carefully attending to the things which 
have been laid before you. Long have you been a re- 
putable and honorable ſociety, and may you ever re- 
main ſo! Yet permit me to remind you, that it muſt be 
in the exerciſe of charity in all that you do. And if 
you have any defire (which, I doubt not you have) that 
this church may continue to be honorable among the 
tribes of Goy's Iſrael, you will not fail to cultivate this 
diſpoſition in all that you do. Behold, how good and 
how pleaſant it is for brethren to davell together in unity“. 
And needl tell you how diſhonorable and how unlovely 
the contrary to this is ? that it brings up an ill report 
of the good land? that it is a ſtumbling block in the 
way of enquirers ? that it gives occaſion to thoſe, who 
are ſeeking every opportunity to confirm their prejudi- 


ces, to pour contempt upon the cauſe and the followers 
of CHRIST? b 


7. The laſt argument I ſhall make uſe of, ſhall be 
drawn from your expectations of future happineſs. Do 
you not hope to dwell together for ever in the world of 
love, where all things will be done in perfect charity? 
Do you not hope to meet your miniſters in that world ? 
Do you not hope to meet one another there, before the 
throne of Gop, where it will be your employ for ever 
to bleſs him who hath loved you, to praiſe him who 

died 


* Pſal. cxxxiii. 1. 
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died for ycu, and to adore him who hath ſanctiſied you? 
Surely then the conſideration of this happineſs ſhould 
engage you now to do all your things with charity. 
Such a hope ſhould methinks powerfully induce you to 
acknowledge thoſe who are over you, to pray earneſtly 
for them, very highly to eſteem them, chearfully ſubmit 
to them, ſteadily to ſtand by and encourage them, to 
follow their example, unitedly ſupport their reputation, 
and generouſly provide an hanorable maintenance for 
them. And this hope ſhould alſo certainly engage you 
to ſympathize with, and pray for one another; to wait 
at wiſdom's gates and to fill up your places in the houſe | 
of Gop; and in ſhort, to do every thing from a princi- 
ple of love to Gop and one another, in the moſt kind 
and affectionate manner, with a view to the glory of 
Gop and your mutual advantage. 


I 8H ALL now conclude the ſubje& with a few reflec- 
tions, And, 


1. Fou what you have heard, it is evident, that in 
the church of Gop, there are not only privileges to be 
enjoyed, but work to be done, and which ought care- 
fully to be attended to by every member of it. Thoſe 
who are members of the chriſtian church ſhould there- 
fore be every day calling to mind, what they have to 
do for their miniſters in the cloſet, in the family and 
the church; and think how they may aſſiſt them by 

| their 
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their prayers to God for them, how they may contri- 
bute to promote their influence and uſefulneſs, how 
they may be their joy and crown of rejoicing both now 
and in the day of Cyr1sT. And they ſhould likewiſe 
conſider what they have to do towards one another ; 
and each be enquiring thus, How may I moſt effectually 
ſuccour a brother who is tempted ? how may I be uſe- 
ful in recovering one that is declined ? and what ſhallT 
do to promote the-good of the whole community ? And 
that you may be excited to diligence in the work to be 
done, and guarded againſt negligence in it, you ſhould 
conſider that the negleQ of it will be followed with the 
moſt lamentable conſequences ; the hands of your mi- 
niſters will be weakened, diviſions will ariſe, the cauſe 
of CnrisT will be reproached, the grand enemy will 
be pleaſed, your characters will be ſtained, and your 
evidences for heaven will be clouded ; evils, which 
every conſcientious and upright ſoul will deprecate, 
and from which he will ever deſire to be preſerved. 


2. Art all things to be done with charity? Then a 
church of CHRIS, formed according to his order, and 
acting agreeably to his directions, is an amiable and 
lovely ſociety. Zion is called the perfection beauty; 
and her beauty ſhines in all her laws and ordinances, 
which are the orders of infinite wiſdom and love. And 
how beautiful does a church appear, when all her 

| | members 


* Pſal,l. 2, 
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members walk as become thofe who have given up 
themſelves to the Loa b ? Itis then like the human bo- 
dy fitly joined together, all the members of which are 
ſet in their proper places, and a& in a beautiful ſubſer- 
viency to each other; and it is moreover then like a 
building fitly framed together, and in ſuch a manner as 
to: have beauty, ſtrength, and uſefulneſs. And thus at 
will be when the members keep their places in the 
church, when the officers appear to be furniſhed with a 
large meaſure of gifts and grace, when they act with 
readineſs and humility in the diſcharge of their office; 
and when private members walk together in love, in 
the order of the goſpel, carefully obſerving the diſci- 
pline of it. How amiable is ſuch-a ſociety !' This ſhews 
what the church militant ought to be, and what the 
church triumphant will be; according to which ſhe is 
ſpoken of as a bride adorned for her * u 
er wrinkle, 4 any oe thing *. 


3. Ir all things are to be 80 with 2 then a 
wrathful, a ſelfiſh, a proud and an over-bearing ſpirit; 
in any who profeſs to be the diſciples of Chats r and 
are members of his church; is oppoſite to the laws f 
his government, and inconfiſtent with the truly amiable 
ſpirit of genuine chriſtianity. Such profeſſors as theſe, 
kow high ſoever they may ſtand in their own opinion, 
or in the ern of thofe whoſe ifitereſt it may be at 

1 pPreſent 
Rev. xxl. 2. Eph. v. 27. 
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preſent to flatter them, are in reality a reproach and 
burden to the church to which they belong; they are a 


hindrance of its peace and proſperity; and the ſad cauſe 
of much ſorrow to thoſe who watch for their ſouls as they 
evho muſt give an account, Love to Gov, and one ano- 


ther, in principle and practice, conſtitutes the eſſence 


and evidence of real religion; and if this be wanting 
in any man, there is nothing ſufficient to prove him to 
be a partaker of the grace NF GOD. But while faithfal- 
neſs obliges me, brethren, to take notice of theſe 
things, I hope better things of you and things which ac- 
company ſalvation, To conclude ; 76 5 


4. Permit me juſt to remind you, that a time will be 
when you my friends who are the members of this 
church, and you my brethren who are the miniſters in 
it, muſt be ſeparated.—But I mention not this to leſſen 
the pleaſure and joys of this day. Joy there is I am 
perſwaded amongſt you, that your paſtor is continued 
with you ; joy there certainly 1s to your paſtor and you, 


that Gop has called his ſon to labor with him in the 


goſpel amongſt you ; and great cauſe for joy there is, 
that you are in ſo much harmony and peace amongſt 
yourſelves. But there is no ſettlement here be it ever 
ſo agreeable, that will laſt for ever. Remember there- 
fore, you muſt part. And let this conſideration engage 
your miniſters to watch over you, preach to you, and 
pray for you with the greateſt diligence: and you to 

| * hear 
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Ivar; them attentively,” pray for them feryently, and 
watch over another carefully. In a word, let what has 
been laid before you be done with all your might 3 for 
there is no work, nor device, . nor knowledge, nor wiſdom in 
the grave*, whither ve are all going, But I know not 
how. to cloſe without-juſt reminding you, that though 
"you mult part from each other here, yet you will all 
meet again in the great day before the judgment ſeat of 
Cuxisr. And O with what joy may you hope that 
meeting will be crowned ! The pleaſure that you now 

have in the worſhip and ordinances of Gop, in fellow- 
{:ip.in the church, in ſocial prayer and watchfulneſs 
over one another, is but a faint reſewblance of the tri- 
umphs of that day, when miniflers and people, when 
they who teach, and you who are taught by them, ſhall 
meet in the preſence of your father above, and rejoice 
for ever before him! Then oh how will yon bleſs GO 
for your miniſters, bleſs him for makiog them the in- 
ſtruments of your converſion and edification, and ma- 
king you their joy and crown of rejoicing in the preſence of 
the Lord Feſus. I will only add, and with what tranſ⸗ 
port will you join in this grand and delightful ſong of 
praiſe, with all the redeemed of the LoxD.—Unto him 
that loved us, and waſhed us from our fins in his own blood, 
and hath made us kings and prieſis unto God and his father; 
to him be glory and dominion, for ever and ever. Amen +. 

* Eccl. ix. 10. + Rev. i. 5, 6. | 
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